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Grade/Div | Opposition For Against

uo/3 Redfield 0 5
| am pleased with how well our girls and women's uo/7 Hills Hawks 0 2
teams have gone this season. All teams have a U9/8 Epping Eastwood 5 0
healthy number of committed players and their results 01073 Macauarie Combined 0 0
are showing the way for further growth. The All Age 4 _q
team under Kyri Georgiou's guidance are powering u11/2 Carlingford 1 3
ahead this year and now have a commanding lead. U11/6 West Ryde Rovers 0 2
It's good to see one of our new teams, the over 35's u12/3 Kenthurst 2 1
are not only enjoying thems_elves but proving U13/2 North Epping Rangers 2 1
themselves battlers on the field as well. We have Ula/a Glenhaven 2 >
certainly come a long way in the last few years in ; .
terms of team numbers. It wasn't that long ago when u15/4 West Ryde Rovers 5 2
we had only one female team. | am hoping for further U171 Forfeit
growth in the girls/women's competition next year. u17/3 Normanhurst 7 0

) ) o AA/4 Forfeit

Kel Gibbons in the_17/3 team syffgred an injury on the AN West Ryde Rovers 5 2
weekend that required hospitalisation. As with many
S : AA/10
injuries it is often not possible to assess the extent of .
the injury at the time. Thankfully, his parents AN12 Gladesville Sharks
responded as the extent of the injury became known AA/16 Macquarie Combined 2 3
and the blood clot behind his eye was discovered at AA/18 Gladesville Ravens 3 1
Hornsby Hospital. | believe he will be in the Royal AA/20 BYE
North Shpre Hospital wherg he was transferred for the 0352 Gladesville Sharks o >
rest of this week and we wish him a speedy and full
recovery 035/5 Glenhaven 7 4

PL/Res West Pennant Hills 3 3
With school holidays looming in the near distance, PL/1% West Pennant Hills 1 3
players will need to let coaches and managers know if
they will be away and not able to attenc_i games. I_f NWSWS Competition — 28 June 2009
teams are aware they will need to forfeit, information _ — _
will need to be relayed to Graeme Tingle, Secretary, Grade/Div | Opposition For Rgainst
as soon as possiple_ so that he may notify the U14/1 North Epping Rangers 0 0
a_lppllcable Assoc_:latlon. Please re_member, we are U14/2 Ryde Panthers o o
fined for all forfeits, with late forfeits resulting in U152 5 " 5 n
increased penalties. eecroft

u17/1 BYE
Yours in Commitment u1s/1 North Epping Rangers 1 0

AA/4 North Epping Rangers 5 1
Rob Roberts AA/10 Epping YMCA 0 2

0/35 Putney Tennyson 0 3
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THORNLEIGH vs HILLS HAWKS A

After last week’s weather fiasco which resulted in a no show by
Normanhurst, | was expecting a keen and ferocious Thunder
team to tear into the opposition today, despite COOPER being
laid low by a virus and a couple of boys with the sniffles.
However the boys let us know that bye weeks don'’t suit them
as it results in their finely honed match senses. So it was a
slightly listless start this morning before they stoked up the
fires in the belly to get the legs pumping. ANDREW the “ROO
BOOT” had his kicking boots on today and, as he has all
season, continually cleared the ball from deep in our half over
the half way line. MITCHELL and LOGAN were ever vigilant in
the goal mouth and defended strongly, with LOGAN putting his
body on the line late in the game resulting in an early shower
for him. NATHAN, MICHAEL and ROHAN were tireless in
their pursuit of the ball, the speed of the HAWKS'’ players
making it no mean feat to keep up. No scouting agents have
approached yet with those lucrative contracts but with the
season 2/3rds gone, I'm sure it is only a matter of time.

THORNLEIGH vs WEST PENNANT HILLS

After a wash out last week, the boys could hardly wait for the
starting whistle. JAMIE opened the attack with a blistering run
up the wing, off a neat pass from JOSHUA. Denying THL an
early goal, WPH returned the attack and kept our boys in
defence for most of the first half. A great tackle from ETHAN,
just before half time, saw the play turn around, and JAMES
was unlucky not to score with a driving kick from mid-field.

Thornleigh turned it up a notch in the second half, with much
improved passing of the ball and some searching kicks up the
middle from JAAN. Great defence of the goal by BENNY kept
pressure on the WPH attack and a break away goal by JAMIE
was a second half highlight. Despite the great team play by
THL, and some impressive saving slides, WPH’s well executed
set moves and penetrating attack saw them finish just ahead.
Congratulations to FLETCHER, whose consistent teamwork
throughout the game, saw him awarded Thornleigh’s player of
the week.

THORNLEIGH 3 vs HILLS HAWKS 2

Cold, wet and muddy best described today’'s conditions but
when you're a child this spells FUN. Kick-off and away we go! A
strong start ensued which gave hope to turning around the
results from the last couple of weeks. A few missed goal scoring
opportunities early on in the game were soon forgotten when
JESSICA DARGAN latched onto a loose ball forward and put it
away for Thornleigh’s first goal. This is becoming a weekly habit
for her and, apart from the opposition, | don't see anyone
complaining. Just which side would adapt better to the muddy
conditions became anybody’s guess when Hills Hawks levelled
to put the game at one-all. ZACHARY DUNLOP worked
tirelessly in getting the team’s domination back on track while
AXIE TADZIK thought he could eliminate the opposition with
some blistering body-line toe-pokes coming from his left boot.
Also giving great support was ANDREW HILL whose tackling

and defensive efforts saw him take a fall which resulted in him
getting to know the mud a little bit better than the other players.
ALISTAIR WESTON was intrigued but chose to examine with
the players from the opposition just how much mud was stuck
under their boots. One player who has been threatening to score
all season is HARRISON HOWARD and his constant efforts
were finally rewarded today when he put Thornleigh back in front
with a well struck shot at goal that landed into the side netting.
We were getting on a roll and it didn't take long before JACK
BIDWELL scored the third with a punishing strike from his right
boot. A second goal from Hills Hawks made for an exciting finish
but it was not enough to deny Thornleigh victory. Now how do
we get the kids home while keeping a clean car? This week’s
Best and Fairest award was presented to JESSICA DARGAN.
Well done JESSICA!

#$

THORNLEIGH ‘A’ 3 vs WEST PENNANT HILLS 2

DAVID started the game by throwing himself across the goal
and stopping a possible goal. WPH were on fire with two more
goal attempts that both went wide of the goal.

JACK nearly scored from halfway down the field. JAMES and
JASMINE collided with JAMES coming off second best.
JAMES quickly recovered and came back on field to
immediately score. The half time whistle blew and so far it had
been a closely contested game with many missed
opportunities on both sides.

JACK kicked across goal but no-one was there to take
advantage of a great kick. WPH kept the pressure on by
equalising. A last minute save by JAMES stopped WPH
pulling ahead. DAVID made a great cross from the sideline
which JAMES converted in the dying seconds of the game.

A great game by both teams!

% &

THORNLEIGH B v NORMANHURST C

The Thornleigh B team lined up for the opening whistle and
soon discovered they were up against a big, strong and well-
oiled Nornanhurst team. NOAH TIKOFT zoomed around with
his arms tucked in his shirt. ‘Aeroplane! Aeroplane!” shouted
Dad. Out came the wings and NOAH was back in attack. For
the first time in their short soccer careers the boys faced an
aerial bombardment as Normanhurst launched balls over the
top to overcome some stout Thornleigh defending. Faced with
this new challenge the team were distracted at a critical
moment by a lovely chocolate Labrador walking along the side
of the pitch. The opposition took advantage and scored. It
wasn't long before Thornleigh B was down a couple more.
ROBBIE FERGUSON set the ball for the restart and cranked
his leg back for one of his mighty kicks. Parents and
supporters gasped as the ball rocketed over the goal-line. A
slight more easterly direction and the ball would have been in
the net! The only way to penetrate this tough Normanhurst side
was to work as a team. Cue OSCAR BIASON, TOM
RICHMOND and CONNOR DOWNEY as they began hunting
for the ball as a roving pack. OSCAR BIASON made a mighty
tackle to nick the ball from an opposition player twice his size.
The loose ball was picked up by CONNOR DOWNEY who was
not going to miss his moment of glory. Smash. GOAL! The



second half continued as the first left off. Normanhurst
maintained the pressure on the Thornleigh B goal. JAYARTH
GUNAWARDENA took to holding back the onslaught by taking
up a defensive position. Excellent work JAYARTH. The only
question was whether OLIVER JENNINGS could maintain his
100% goal-scoring record. The odds were stacked against
him, but out of nowhere he burst through a melee of players
with the ball at his feet. Aware that a couple of the bigger
Normanhurst boys had caught up with him he unleashed a
long-range shot. GOAL! Record maintained. The final whistle
blew. The boys had had a tough match but they had enjoyed
themselves and put in a fine performance. Well done boys.

THORNLEIGH 9 vs NORMANHURST B 3

What a cracker of a game! Last Saturday saw the U7 Greens
on fire — finally all those training hours put in by the dads has
paid off with the boys really gelling as a team this week. It was
definitely a goal scoring frenzy this week with JACOB scoring 4
(one assisted by EDDIE), EDDIE 1, and CALLUM 1. We also
had two very special first goals with LACHLAN scoring in the
first half, having gained his confidence he then followed it with
another! BEN also scored his first goal with a huge kick right
in front of the goals. The excitement level was high!! Second
half saw TOM have an impressive try at goal but narrowly
missed. EDDIE's footwork and chasing skills were really
highlighted this week with some outstanding turnarounds and
chasing downs. CALLUM and MASON's defence was
exceptional. The game ended with a great save by JACOB
near full time. Overall the boys played a fantastic defensive
game. They're watching the game around them more and
really starting to pass to one another and play as team. Well
done boys! Player of the week — LACHLAN.

-
THORNLEIGH A vs GLENHAVEN

We have made a habit this year of tight and close struggles
during the first half of our matches and this one was no
exception. HARRY thumped in a special to make it 1-0 and
that's the way it stayed until half time. Mind you, there were
about a dozen close calls and | feel the score could have been
5-0 under other circumstances. Glenhaven were a swarming
team, hard to get through at the back, but our players kept at
them and there were many near misses. The second half
started with a scare and we were 1-2 down in short order. The
team thankfully got themselves into gear after that and good
goals to ASHLEY, MITCHELL and TIMON sealed the game.
My pick for goal of the season was scored on Saturday. It was
an example of how our players are learning the game, and
ended with a fabulous (and deliberate) cross by MITCHELL to
ASHLEY who first timed it into the net. AINSLEY continues
her obvious delight for the game and her equally obvious
attacking bent. It was good to see MARK out in the midfield for
a bit, showing that he’'s adept in attack as well as solid in
defence. ELLY also continues to improve every game. On the
way home | was told by my son that | should write that “she
had her biggest kick ever”. Not sure that's what | would have
chosen, but if it keeps the peace....

&
THORNLEIGH B vs HILLS HAWKS A

Great day for soccer and even better for a beautifully
cooked sausage thanks to the parents of U7 Red B.
MICHAEL was all over the field today, constantly pushing
the ball down the field, and it paid off, he raced the ball
down resulting in a spectacular goal, the crowd roared.
MAX was close to scoring with some good kicks down the
field, unfortunately coming up against the Hills defence at
the last minute. MYLES played some excellent defence,
constantly pushing the ball away from the Hills goal, also
managing some awesome kicks down the field. THOMAS
was the huge kicker of the day, with some beauties that
stopped several goals. CHRISTOPHER was in there today
kicking hard against the Hills boys and even taking a ball in
the face, although it was kicked by his own team.
CHARBEL and WILL provided some great support with
some excellent blocks and charges through the Hills
defence. Unfortunately Hills managed a few more goals
than Thornleigh, but the boys played well and enjoyed their
kick-offs.

Player of the Week: WILL PEARSON
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Thornleigh A vs West Pennant Hills C

Through injury and holidays we only had 4 players this week.
West Pennant Hills who had 5 players kindly offered to field
only 4 on field and have a reserve. We got off to a good start
with most of play in first few minutes of the match taking place
in West Pennant Hills half however through some good
defence we struggled to get the early goal. Finally through
persistence we finally got there with TRAVIS HILTON scoring
a couple of goals, supported by JASMINE WILLIAMS who also
found the back of the net a couple of times. LAURA DIBLASIO
continued her recent form and after hitting the cross bar with
shot from near halfway, scored shortly after with a similar kick.
In the 2" half we offered if WPH wanted to put their full 5
players on the field they could do so. This resulted in WPH
fighting back with a few goals but TRAVIS once again found
the goal a further couple of times sealing the game. Well done
to KURT TIKOFT who had a couple of great runs, dribbling the
ball right through the defence twice. Well done to the team as
a whole as they continue to look for opportunities to pass the
ball to their team mates!

)

THORNLEIGH O vs REDFIELD LIONS O

The reputation of the U8 Greens has grown to the point where
this week’s opposition team was a no show! The team were
looking forward to converting the predator into the prey
however this was not to be. Their was a little concern from the
team when the coach pointed out an under 19 team and
suggested this was this week’s competition, however this soon
converted into team members contributing to strategy and
tactics on how U8 Green could outplay them. The
disappointment soon turned to focus, as the team was split
and played against each other, allowing some energy to be
expelled and the opportunity to get a little muddy.

)

THORNLEIGH 3 vs MACQUARIE DRAGONS B 5

The game started with great defence by EMMA CARRIGAN,
followed by a great attack by MATTHEW PINES. RUBEN
MOUTON manoeuvred the ball well and again constantly
chased the ball to goal. LUKE BIRRELL defended the ball well
as the opposition desperately tried to score a goal. It was the
first time that BLAKE RYAN was goalie and he produced an
excellent kick that was intercepted by RUBEN MOUTON who
chased it across the field to score the first goal. THEA
SCHMERTMANN and EMMA SANCATALDO passed the ball
well and there was a nice pass by DYLAN WELGEMOED to
LUKE BIRRELL. EMMA SANCATALDO was not afraid of
diving in and tackling the ball throughout this game. THEA
SCHMERTMANN who was goalie in the second half, passed
the ball well to CONNOR CLARKE who tried to take the ball to
goal. RUBEN MOUTON scored an impressive third goal by
chasing the ball all the way across the field. The team kept the
pressure all the way to the end with OLLIE DUNCAN chasing
the ball and BLAKE RYAN having us gasp with the most
impressive tackle in the game. Well done team, this was a
good game.

) n
THORNLEIGH 9 vs BEECROFT 1

This was the players’ best game of the season. The players
are really taking to their positions and going from strength to
strength each week. TARA WILSON took control of the goals
and made some great saves in the game and seems to be
loving her soccer. JARET WILSON was again a little tiger in
defence and made some great tackles and just loves getting
stuck in. BRADLEY HOWARD is the general in defence and is
talking very well and made some great clearances with his big
left boot, he was moved to striker towards the end of the game
and scored a great goal as well. OLIVER DEWEY produced
his best game of the season, making some great runs and
some awesome passes to the strikers in the middle and setting
up their goals, but OLIVER too managed to bag one in the
back of the net. JONATHAN CHAN again had a stormer and
put his body on the line and took a knock to the knee, but like a
true champion he played through it and scored a great goal
too. DANIEL PATTERSON made some great sniping runs and
great shots at goal and also managed to score a goal for all his
great effortt. MORGAN HUGHES was back to his best,
terrorising the opposition defence and keeping them guessing
with some long range shots, but managed to score 2 awesome
goals to keep his score sheet ticking over. ISAAC LANE, well
what can we say. He is loving his soccer and truly dominating
opposition defences, with some great runs and 4 great goals
on the day.

A big thank you must also go to our local import RUBEN
MOUTON who helped us out again today, he's a great player
and an asset to any team that he plays with.

The best thing about this week’'s game, was the team work
displayed with the passing and thinking of what to do when
they had the ball. This is all owed to our wonder coach CRAIG
MILLARD and a massive thanks must go to him for teaching
the players how to play positions and the value of working as a
team, thanks again Craig.

4
THORNLEIGH 0 vs REDFIELD 5

Coach Chapman had the team primed for the match of the
round versus the competition leaders.

Unfortunately our game plan was unable to be implemented
due to the number of the team arriving late for the game, as a
result the Coach Chapman had to reshuffle the team at the last
moment and then implement “Game Plan B”.

For the first half “Plan B” worked a treat. Some great attacking
raids by CYRENA BOURIS, MATTHEW BUTLER, & JOSHUA
WATKINS kept Redfield on the back foot for a majority of the
first half. ROWAN WOOD was excellent in goal and was
putting his body on the line for the team. He was well
supported in the backs by CODY JERVIS, ZANE GEORGE
and TOM SELLIN. At half time we were down one nil and right
in the match.

After an orange and an inspired half time talk by Coach
Chapman the team were ready for a big second half. DYLAN
DONOVAN, JOSEPH MATTA, DANIEL SUNNUCKS and
LACHLAN HARRIS toiled hard in the midfield as the weight of
possession went against the Thunder. Second half
Goalkeeper, TIM REYNOLDS was magnificent with a number
of saves that kept us in the game.



Midway through the second half the Redfield team scored
some quick goals that had Thunder on the back foot. It felt like
they had players everywhere and they were playing some
great soccer. This had the Thunder supporters scratching their
heads and after a quick head count it was obvious that they
had an extra player on the field for a majority of the second
half.

The match concluded in controversial circumstances with the
result to be decided by the Association. Player of the week
was won by JOSHUA WATKINS and the Teamwork award
went to TIM REYNOLDS.

*
1

THORNLEIGH 1 vs CARLINGFORD 3

Another early start for an away game, but at least the weather
was with us this week. Presented with a flat, well-drained pitch
we thought this might be the match to turn the 11/2's fortunes
around.

The team started well, although the opposition kept us camped
in our own half for the majority of the first half. Some good
early saves from BYRON coming off his line and good
defending by the back four kept the scoreline at 0-0 for a while
but the relentless pressure from Carlingford eventually resulted
in a goal. Thornleigh continued to try and build on their good
defence though and eventually a good clearance led to a break
by CAIl and with support from LUKE committing some of the
opposition was enough for CAl to continue his run and slot one
past the keeper to equalise shortly before half-time.

Inspired by going in to the break on level terms the team really
came out fighting in the second half and the play was much
more end-to-end. Again, some continued good defensive work
from JORDAN, AIDAN, ADAM and ALEX still made it difficult
for Carlingford to get any shots at goal inside the box. A long
range diagonal shot from Carlingford over the keeper caused
some confusion as to whether the ball had gone in or not when
it passed through the side netting. It was eventually given
following comments from the players nearest to the incident.
This decision although correct seemed to demoralise the team
a little and Thornleigh never looked like getting back in the
game after this. Carlingford subsequently went on to score
another goal out of the reach of HAYDEN before the final
whistle.

Man of the match given to AIDAN this week with ADAM runner
up for their strong and determined defensive work.

4

’
THORNLEIGH 2 vs KENTHURST 1

This was a superb effort by the U12/3s as they continued their
mid-season revival with a vengeance. Kenthurst had beaten us
5-1 in the first round and were coming fourth (versus our eighth
position on goal difference), but it made no difference on the
day. Our winning goal came from a penalty in the final minute,
but there was nothing lucky about this victory, which was well
deserved and a reward for two halves of total commitment
from every single player.

The game had not started well, with Kenthurst getting their
goal after 4 minutes from a wicked deflection. But rather than
dropping their heads, the Thunder played with real self-belief

and teamwork and worked their way right back into the game.
The initial defensive line of BEN SEPAROVICH (who had
another outstanding game at sweeper), stopper MAX
KENNEDY and fullbacks ANDREW HADDAD and JASON
CLARKE provided a solid foundation for the team, blunting
many Kenthurst attacks and really going for the Ball. Back
from a week off, MAX in particular relished the challenge and
constantly went in search of the ball to thwart Kenthurst's
attacks. NATHAN BIRRELL also had a good half in goals,
making several good saves in slippery conditions.

In midfield, NATALIE BARKER had a blinder on the right,
involved in everything and attacking and defending equally well
all game. In fact, the whole midfield clicked, with BEN MANCE
having another strong game, MARK RICHARDS making some
great runs, and SAM DRUMM and CALLUM TOOHEY always
threatening. CALLUM was everywhere today and would
eventually score both our goals. Up front, SLADE BLANCH
and DANIEL FOWLER really put themselves about, as did
BEN JONES when he came on, with SLADE making a couple
of crunching tackles that really lift a team. At half time it was
still 0-1, and we were right in it.

The second half was probably our best of the season. Ten
minutes into the half, BEN JONES played a great ball through
from midfield which CALLUM ran onto and he then beat the
keeper with aplomb. The Thunder really lifted and realised they
could win the game, and constantly pushed forward looking for
the winner. Kenthurst were also dangerous in attack, but the
defence played really well and second half keeper MARK
RICHARDS did not put a foot wrong and upheld his half time
promise to keep a clean sheet. Half time arrivals RYAN
MALLETT and EAMON MOSES also put in strong efforts and
helped keep up the momentum.

The winner came from a well taken penalty. CALLUM made
an excellent run from midfield, riding several challenges (credit
the ref for playing on after a clear obstruction on CALLUM by
one defender) and eventually being brought down just inside
the penalty area. With the keeper about 3 metres off his line
after the first penalty attempt, CALLUM held his nerve and
drove in the second attempt, giving the keeper no chance. Just
a few seconds later, the final whistle blew and victory was
ours.

Winning is NOT everything and our team has displayed the
same great attitude in victory and defeat, but this was a sweet
win after the first round trouncing and, in particular, some trash
talking from Kenthurst during the game. If we can play as well
for the remaining games, we might just sneak into the top four
by season’s end. WELL DONE THUNDER!
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THORNLEIGH 2 vs NORTH EPPING RANGERS 1

Up against a worthy old foe apparently on hard times (not
unlike our good selves), even the warm-up was more
interesting than normal.

Interesting to see how many players we’d have. Interesting to
see whether we were awake yet at this still relatively early
hour. Interesting, as several parents observed, to see whether
we'd take the pretty impressive warm-up onto the park,
notwithstanding concerns over missing several essential
players.

Answer to question 1: 11 — as per FIFA guidelines. Tick.
Answer to Q2: in relative terms, yes. Tick.
Answer to Q3: YES. Tick!

Most of the early touches were crisp, though occasionally
imprecise.

An early through ball from Will to Andre looked dangerous.
Then some good pressure from Blake, and plenty of speed
and purpose from Holly on the right.

All this on the back of an authoritative midfield and a decisive
well-structured backline. So how come when it went tick, tick,
tick Kaboom the ball was in the back of our net instead of
theirs?!!!! Because we allowed one instance of the ball being
where it shouldn’t be and even Mr Composure, Jay Stephens,
had no chance.

So ..... let's build from there: many examples of Mitch feeding
Andre tight down the left and the mirror image down the right
from Josh through Holly. All the while Adie and Will owning the
midfield, but again North Epping Rangers get the hotter
opportunity — a penalty strike!

Again Jay looked big, and again it worked for him and us — off
the post, and still down just one nil.

Now back to the earlier script: width, pace, linking, structure
(what — listening to Coach Bob at last?!) and what do you get?
Will to Holly taking it deep and fast down the right, the cross
past the goalie and Andre clean as a whistle on the volley -
one all. (Secret ingredient: Blake positions himself straight at
the goalie — what else is the goalie going to be thinking about?)

From there, half time, but not before Jay has to clear one more
time off his line.

Plenty of well deserved positive talk at half time, but clear
recognition there was still some serious work to do.

The fears of some parents were partially realised early in the
second half when we delivered a somewhat dreamy start.
Fortunately NER also went along for the ride.

Notwithstanding the slower start, there were still some good
signs, with plenty of talk between players.

As well there persisted much of the earlier much sought after
recipe leading to several corner kicks, including some of the
short variety (sorry Mitch) which mostly confounded the NER
defence.

Following a succession of such raids we eventually enjoyed
Adie on the left weave, to Will inside with some work to do,
Nick through the middle at the front to take a couple of
defenders away from the game, to Blake for control, advance
and finish — Yes, and finishhhhh! Top right — untouchable. 2-1.

Much more good football after that, including almost a repeat
of training on Thursday night: sweeper with a bad sand wedge
over the keeper behind him for an own goal, but Tom and Jay
safely defused that one before all the good work was undone.

The game was then played out in due style with not much
more remarkable to report because I'm getting tired and Karina
wants the report now.

Having said that, I've deliberately kept Max ‘il last to give due
recognition to the extent of his involvement (another Mr
Composure), all through the game, including holding the back
midfield gap on corners and the like. Possibly a new southern
hemisphere record for the number of balls he cut out from
North Epping’'s midfield intended for their forwards. Of course it
would also be remiss to not again acknowledge Tom'’s
marshalling of the line at the back.

Lots to like, kids. Not just winning, but listening to Bob.

(With apologies for the very poor score on the Loweian scale
of Mixed Metaphors).

*
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THORNLEIGH (2) 0 vs RYDE PANTHERS 0

We had no coach and no reserves but what we did have was
11 girls who gave everything they had and them some against
a very physical and fast top four team.

The entire game was end to end soccer with both teams
creating chances and only great defence keeping the score to
nil all.

Header of the year goes to JOEY who smashed a full blooded
corner over the sideline in the dying minutes. DIANA and
CLAUDIA also used their heads to our advantage through the
game.

HANNA C, EMMA & DIANA up front tried all day against a very
fast Ryde defence.

In the middle we had HANNA T, JOEY & CLAUDIA who ran
themselves into the ground in both defence and attack.

KIRA is officially six feet tall. Well she played like it against a
much bigger opponent.

TEAGAN, BEC, KIRA & KATHERINE defended our goal all
day at times with desperate tackling against the best forwards
we have played.

ELLEN is back to her best in goals with some brave attacks on
the ball and keeping the opposition scoreless.

A real team effort girls, you have proved you can mix it with the
best sides in the comp.

*

THORNLEIGH 2 vs GLENHAVEN 2

We knew this was probably going to be one of the most testing
games we have had to date, and this proved to be true on the
day. With what was a strange lacklustre start Thornleigh
managed to get on the offensive reasonably early. The
opposition’s defence was good though, and they had an
excellent goal keeper which really meant things were really
tough in the goal scoring department. We saw some tenacious
defence by CALLUM MOSES and a steady strength in
SAMUEL CLARKE, with ALASDAIR BELLING and DANIEL
CHRISTIE’S big boot that got us out of trouble most of the time
on the defence side. The midfield played well with MATTHEW
FORD and SAMUEL LANE driving the ball forward time and
time again giving us quite a few attempts at goal by the
forwards, but we were mostly frustrated with the opposition’s
defence in converting these into real goals. It was from a
brilliant corner kick by JACK ANGEL with a deflection off an
opposition player that saw Thornleigh score the first goal, but



the opposition managed to take advantage of finding us on the
back foot by equalising a little while later. In the second half
Thornleigh was first to score again from a beautiful pass by
JACK ANGEL to JACOB KOWALSKI whose solid kick got the
ball home. It didn’t take the opposition long though to equalise
bringing the final score to 2 goals a piece. JOSHUA COOPER
shone as usual in the goals with quite a few saves and
courageous play, not hesitating to go out to the ball or diving
on it to ensure the opposition didn't score. Well done to
SAMUEL LANE who won man of the match — he was steady
and consistent right through the match. Overall it was a good,
but tough game with the final score hopefully ensuring we
retain our second birth on the leader board.

*
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THORNLEIGH 4 vs BEECROFT 1

The lead up to this game couldn’t have been more disruptive.
The game was on, then it was called off, then on again but at a
different time and venue and all within a 24hr period. Also,
having come from a string of ordinary games, it had all the
ingredients to hamper our preparation. Do not let the score line
mislead you as the competition was tough and it could’'ve
turned out so differently. In the first half, BEECROFT had the
run of play. But with the exception of a “one time” lapse in
concentration, they could not breach our defence. However it
was THORNLEIGH who struck first with a SAM TREES break
away and strike. The half ended in a 1:1 deadlock. The 2nd
half had THORNLEIGH on a more even footing but
BEECROFT were not sitting back relaxing. They made
opportunities throughout the game but our defensive discipline
frustrated them and closed the game down, allowing our
midfield and forwards to run amuck. The next goal came from
an ALISSIA ODDI 30 yard shot over the goalie’s head. Next
came a SAM (Beckham) TREES free kick into the top corner
and the final goal came from a cross with a SAM TREES
finish. A harmonious outcome with the whole team doing their
bit. Special mention to all our backs that collectively won the
game for us - LISA PHILLIPS and ALYCE TOMPKINS on the
outside and AZZIZA RAZIUDDIN, SHELBY COLLEY and
BRITTNEY KNIGHT in the centre. Well done girls, keep it up.
TESS SANT just keeps getting better with some timely and
accurate passing, ALISSIA ODDI's boot kept our goal kicks
clean and SAMMIE TRENAMAN had a great half in goals and
fought like her life depended upon it in the other half. The
Players’ Player was awarded to BRITTANY KNIGHT. She won
virtually every challenge whilst on the field and made some
great saves whilst in goals. Well done, keep playing like you
did this week and you'll be hard to beat.

*
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THORNLEIGH 5 vs WEST RYDE ROVERS 2

A BIG THANK YOU to Steve Gambile for filling in as coach this
week. While Coach Craig Markland had a leave pass to drive
cars at Oran Park (Boy — did he miss the real action or what!)
we count ourselves very fortunate to have one dad who knows
how to be a soccer coach.

On paper this week we were the better team. We got off to a
slow start however, with the Rangers keeping our defence

busy early on. Goalie, XAVIER BOUCHER was forced to make
a number of run out/slide grabs for the ball and JEREMY
TOOHEY had his work cut out against a strong opposite
forward. Held his own though, just stuck to him and gave him
very little room to move. Once our boys had warmed up It
wasn'’t long before the tables turned and the Thunders rolled
on down the attacking end. CHARLIE GILLINGS continued his
momentum from recent weeks by laying claim to a beautiful
cross from the ever reliable MICHAEL GAMBLE slipping it into
the net for goal number 1. Soon after, CHARLIE again found
the back of the net with a lovely header. 2-0 up. MICHAEL
GAMBLE, deciding he'd had enough of 2 previous wayward
shots, took his time with number 3 — and scored for the
Thunders. 3-0 up.

In the meantime, the defence did well to keep the ball within
goal range. We witnessed warp speed by TIM LOVE in the
backs — Man, nothings getting past this boy! And solid thinking
defence by WILL SOWDEN. HUW FISHER was into close
contact during this game though he surprised himself and his
opposite number when boot straps entangled. Nothing like
sticking to your man Huw!

So, first half ended — 3-0 up. Craig would have been proud —
though “You've got to win both halves” was the voice in the
players heads. Xavier wanted to come out of goals for a run at
this point and was told to wait till we get a few more goals.
Gamble reassured him that by 10 minutes in we'd be 6-0 up —
and he wasn't too far off the mark as the Thunders
immediately went on the attack. We saw some nice runs by
RHYS BRIOT and great positioning by MICHAEL BRADLEY to
receive crosses. On your toes boys — Good to see. Really
hard work by NATHAN QIN, ANDREW CARDWELL,
JONATHON HALL and RHYS BRIOT (who played a strong
game after being out with the flu) kept the pressure on and
then it was a kick through to HUW FISHER who committed
himself 100% and slipped ball number 4 past the Rovers
goalie. 4-0 up. Huw — we on the sideline are quite aware of
your goal dry spell, so we were over the moon for you mate!
But the boys hadn't finished yet. Another excellent corner kick
by MICHAEL GAMBLE found ANDRWE CARDWELL'S head
and “BANG” — goal number 5! Top combo boys!

At this point Xavier was allowed out of goals for a run, the nets
now ably guarded by CHARLIE GILLINGS. Well, the Rovers
kept their best tries till last and a messy fight for the ball on a
Rovers corner saw a strong kick get past Charlie. 5-1. A
determined WILL SOWDEN shut down an almost certain 2nd
Rovers goal, and hard runs by NATHAN QIN, JONATHON
HALL and RHYS BRIOT saw Charlie get some respite.
MICHAEL GAMBLE took a strong run up the line, veered in
and took a fabulous shot that just skimmed over the top bar.
Bad luck there. Top idea though! And then it's back down to
Charlie . Body deflections saved 2 in quick succession, but
then a great kick from way out took a bounce in front and
sailed over his head into the net. 5-2 up.

Fabulous game by a great bunch of boys! Well done!. Though
we must do something about this cheer thing at the end. Take
notes boys. This is how it's done.

Three cheers for the opposition (Rah, Rah, Rah)
Three cheers for the ref (Rah, Rah, Rah)

Three cheers for the spectators (Rah, Rah, Rah)
Three cheers for Thunders (Rah, Rah, Rah)

Nathan Qin. | pick you to lead it next week.
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THORNLEIGH 7 vs NORMANHURST 0

Was it one? NO!
Was it two? NO!
Was it three? NO!

IT WAS SEVEN!
Was it EASY? YES!

The game started off with an early goal from LEROY off a left-foot
volley, followed shortly by a goal from HARRY - his first for the day.

KEL then continued the scoring streak by chipping the ball
over the Thunder goalie. Unfortunately KEL's second run for
the goal resulted in a black eye.

Thunder dominated the remainder of the first half with HARRY
scoring off a fumbled ball, LEROY scoring off another left
volley and then HARRY scoring again.

Behold; for the first time today the sun shone through those
grey clouds - obviously for Thunder.

The second half also started off with LUKE out of goals and
out on the field giving some great passes to the forwards;
STEVE replaced him in goals. The backs continued to do a
great job in defending the goal which meant there wasn't too
much work for our goalies. The mid field played well to keep
the pressure on Normo all game. Thunder dominated this half
with the majority of play in our attacking - Normo didn't stand a
chance.

LEROY scored again bringing the final score of 7-0.

The boys played a fantastic game; the energy level was high
and produced the winning streak. Mention must be given to
JARRYD for his fancy attempt at a bicycle kick.

Thanks too to all the family, friends and club members who
braved the cold and threat of rain to come and support the
boys and watch some good soccer.

P.S. The 'black eye' referred to in this report has turned out to
be quite a serious injury. Our thoughts are with KEL and his
family as he makes a quiet recovery at home.

*
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THORNLEIGH (1) vs NORTH EPPING RANGERS (0)

MARK was fired up and in great form this week after being
very quiet (and nice) last week. Due to the referee not turning
up, ASHLEY's dad CLIVE (in his black cap with red trim)
refereed the first half of the game. He was very fair and and
even called ASHLEY offside (much to her disgust). The girls
scored in the first 10 minutes of the game with a great pass
from ASHLEY to FRAN and then to HAYLEY who scored her
only and the team's only goal of the match. HAYLEY had
many opportunities to score but seemed to prefer falling over.
CLAIRE as usual was magnificent in goals (what would we do
without her?). DANICA, ASHLEY and KELLY made brave
attempts to get past the goalie but didn't succeed. The second
half did not yield any goals but thanks to great defence by
MARIA, LAURA, STEPH, LARISSA and MELISSA the
Rangers did not score either. ALYCE played a fantastic game
as always and did not leave Macca's side for a second (as
sternly instructed by Mark). A great time was had by all with
lots of "oohs and ahhs" from the parents as usual. Grand Final
here we come!
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THORNLEIGH 2 vs WEST RYDE ROVERS 2

While a draw for us right now is not as good as a win, it is way
better than a loss and after Sunday's game | think we should be
happy that we got a point at all against our bogey team on our
bogey day at our bogey ground (why can't anyone still find LH
Waud, we play there at least once a year?). The Thunder was
looking good in the first half. We were definitely being more
creative than our opponents who were taking the long ball
approach and we were, for the most part, winning those 50/50
balls. Put these two factors together and you have several
chances for the Thunder but none that we could convert. But our
hard work was rewarded shortly before half time as we were
awarded a penalty which TIM MORISON calmly put past the
keeper low and to his left. Textbook. The talk at halftime was all
positive. All we needed to do to take all the points was just lift our
intensity a little and keep doing what we're doing. Unfortunately
the hex that West Ryde puts on us at every half time came back
and we were almost the opposite of what we were in the first half
allowing them to equalise shortly after the break. The game then
proceeded into an end to end battle as both teams tried to find
that decisive goal. Sadly for us some lackadaisical defending and
an unfortunate slip from the keeper saw that edge go to West
Ryde. Sadly for them there was still 10 minutes to go and the
Thunder doesn't give up. With two minutes to go we were
awarded a free kick (one of many after several rash challenges
throughout the game) from a very good position. ANDREW
LISCOE delivered the perfect ball into the mixer and PAT
CHAPMAN got just enough of his noggin onto the ball to curl it
past the keeper. Cue some happy Thunder-ites. And so the points
were shared which was probably better for us than them so we'll
take it. It was not a vintage performance though. A tricky, slippery
ground made it hard to keep a solid footing and the first touch was
suffering as a result. Once again though GREG RUSTON and
JAMES RODGER were superlative in defence, MARK KENNEDY
and RICHARD HULOWATYI were masters in the midfield and
ANDY BOUGHTON put in a blinder as he was brilliant
everywhere he went on this day, at the back and up front. So next
week sees a double header against the teams 1 below and 1
above us on the table. Two very important games where we must
take all the points on offer. Maybe we could ask the referee to
cancel half time and let us play through as that break seems to be
our biggest downfall at the moment.
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THORNLEIGH 0 vs EPPING YMCA 2

Finally after all the rain we are back playing and enthusiastic to
play. Epping are a younger side and played well, we kept them
scoreless for the first 15 minutes but then they crossed the ball
across goal and unfortunately ANGELA couldn't get to the ball in
time. We kept trying to defend as well as push the ball up the field
but as soon as we tried to kick over Epping’'s heads they would
quickly be under the ball to return awesome kicks back to there
half. They had many attempts at goals and ANGELA did so well in
saving many goals. AMANDA, ANG, LISA, ALICE and ALICIA
worked tirelessly in mids and in defence. BELINDA and JIN did
well in mids and BELINDA showed some great guts on the field.
KAREN and JOANNE worked well at filling in the centre
back/stopper position, take the ball of the oppositions feet and
being under the ball when it came there way. The second half we
were tired but kept working together and although we had
chances to score we could not. HELEN played the second half as
goalie and although a little under the weather she did also a
brilliant job but 5 minutes into the second half a beautiful kick from
EPPING saw the ball go just underneath the bar which HELEN
could not reach it.
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THORNLEIGH 3 vs GLADESVILLE RAVENS 1

This was an outstanding win by our young All Age team
against the undefeated competition leaders. We had revenge
on our minds when we lined up to play at Peel Park as this
team had beaten us in the first round after we had missed
many opportunities to take the points.

Ravens play a hard strong game and try to unsettle the
opposition and the referee through vocal intimidation however
our game plan was to keep quiet and let them carry on and let
our football do the talking.

We started the game on fire which for a 9.00am Sunday game
is quite an achievement and it soon became obvious that we
had the Ravens’ measure as we swept along the flanks and
pushed balls into the box to be denied by a very good Ravens’
keeper. The Gladesville defence was holding but we could
see that cracks were developing when MARC running to his
right drew the keeper and pushed a ball back across the goal
mouth for ROLY to pounce and bang it home.

This goal stung the Ravens into action and they immediately
started playing the man and not the ball and questioned every
decision that the referee made trying to put us off our game.
We withstood the barrage when against the turn of play the
Ravens’ striker got in behind our backs and put one away.

We were soon again on the score board when working
together up front ROLY drew the keeper and put the ball,
across the goal mouth for MARC to score.

We came in at half time confident of going on with the game
and we knew that Ravens would come out with fire in their
eyes and that is what they did conceding many penalties for
attacking the man. During one nasty incident one of the
Ravens players abused the referee and was sent from the field
and the game was as good as won as we pressured the goal
mouth hitting the posts on a couple of occasions. We were
soon awarded another great goal when ROLY turned his
marker and banged in a beauty from 25 metres out.

The game could have turned nasty but thankfully the referee
kept his nerve and every one settled down to the inevitable
ending.

We never had a bad player on the park today and everyone
stood up to be counted when it mattered, PETER in goals did
not let us down with some nice saves and the back line
DHESH, LIAM, ANDY and CHRIS all played strongly. We
moved PAUL into the midfield and he had a great game using
his size and skill to move the ball around. The other mids were
KIWI, TERENCE, KENNY, DAVE and JORDAN with ROLY
and MARC up front.

Well done boys we are now sitting on top of the table and with
hard work we will remain there.
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THORNLEIGH 0 vs GLADESVILLE SHARKS 2

Inspired Strategy helps Thornleigh to secure 3 rd position

When you turn to the back page of Monday morning’s Sydney
Morning Herald you are likely to be confronted by the above
headline. Thornleigh came into today’s match in first place — a
position that they are neither familiar nor comfortable with as it
makes the chances of being promoted to first division all too
real. Those of us that have played for long enough still have
flashbacks from our last stint in first division. The images of
playing against much younger, faster players and the wave
after wave of attacks that besieged us as we tried to bunker
down in our own penalty area are still too vivid. These terrifying
images regularly manifest themselves as nightmares that
awake from our slumber leaving us breathless and bathed in
sweat — similar to the way we look after ten minutes of one of
our games. Fortunately we came into today’s match with three
of our regular forwards missing so it was always likely that we
were going to play our first game of the season without
scoring. Last week we had four of our regular defenders
missing so master coach ROSS GALLAGHER (who prefers to
be referred to as The Very Special One) put The Stick as
central defender and we played our first game without
conceding a goal. Therefore, the obvious team selection was
to put The Stick into the vacant centre forward position but The
Very Special One summed up the seriousness of our situation
and chose not to take this option. This strategy worked like a
treat and we lost 2-0, a result that is likely to drop us to third
position and out of promotion territory.

I do not want to leave our huge supporter base with the
impression that we are intimidated by playing in first division or
that that the challenge is beyond us. This is not the case,
however, we do feel that GHFA does need to consider some
rule changes to make the competition fairer. Firstly, there
needs to be an age adjustment factor. With our teaming having
an aggregate age of 847 years (which dates us back to the
medieval area), it is proposed that teams should be granted a
one goal start for every year that their average age exceeds
35. As it is probably bad manners to reveal the average age of
our team, | think that it will suffice to say that this system will
give us a 10 goal start on some teams. Secondly, there should
be a waistline adjustment factor. A further one goal start
should be given for every centimetre that the team’s average
waistline exceeds 100 centimetres. Not only will this make the
competition fairer, it will also mean that the beers that we have
after the game can be considered preparation for the next
week’s game. Thirdly, a speed limit should be introduced. Any
player clocked at greater than 18km/hour (the equivalent of
doing 100 metres in less than 20 seconds) should be treated
with the contempt that they
deserve and immediately exiled
to Premier League where they
belong. Finally, a rule should
be introduced whereby players
are only allowed to have one
foot off the ground at a time.
The reality is that most Over 35
players simply cannot do this
and those that do are simply
showing off. The first offence
should receive a yellow card
and a second offence should
result in an automatic send-off.

PA to Mr X



