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mil‘-\ GHFA Competition — 20 June 2009

Grade/Div | Opposition For Against

u9/3 Pacific Hills 2 0
I'm afraid trying to sort out the weekend of matches uo/7 Roselea 1 0
was as messy as the weather. Many games were U9/8 Redfield 3 5
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Oakleigh despite the dreadful condition of the field. u11/2 All Saints Hunters Hill 0 2
Fortunately, no one got injured and we did salvage a ui1/e All Saints Hunters Hill 0 9
draw after being down two - nil late in the second half. u12/3 North Epping Rangers 3 3
All girls / women's games were called off except for a U13/2 Pennant Hills 2 5
couple of games in which teams needed to make up Uiaa Roselea 2 2
for previously cancelled fixtures, our girls 15 team was
one of them, where they managed a draw. 1574 Washed Out

u17/1 West Pennant Hills 2 3
With most grounds in very poor condition, please u17/3 Hills Hawks
check Council updates as to ovals being open for AA/4 Washed Out
training. With a little bit of luck and some sun, we may AN West Pennant Hills 2 0
get t_Jack to more normal playing conditions by the AAILO Washed Out
coming weekend.

AA/12 Washed Out
Yours in Commitment AN/L6 Washed Out

AA/18 Washed Out
Rob Roberts AA/20 Epping Eastwood

035/2 Glenhaven

035/5 Washed Out

PL/Res Gladesville Ravens

PL/1* Gladesville Ravens

NWSWS Competition — 21 June 2009

Grade/Div | Opposition For Against

u14/1 Washed Out

ui14/2 Washed Out

U15/2 North Epping Rangers 0 0

u17/1 Washed Out

u18/1 Epping YMCA 5 0

AA/4 Washed Out

AA/10 Washed Out

0/35 Washed Out
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THORNLEIGH 1 vs WEST PENNANT HILLS 6

A rain soaked Oakleigh Oval and a third West Pennant Hills
Cherrybrook side in as many weeks greeted us for this week’s
game...but having a few puddles for children is like pigs taking
to mud. From the onset both teams were very enthusiastic to
participate even if it was to take the other side’'s kick-ins.
Lucky for us our resident communications manager, ALISTAIR
WESTON, reminded others which team they were playing for.
Things were not looking good when WPH went to an early one
goal lead but great defensive determination from ZACHARY
DUNLOP was keeping Thornleigh in the game. A searching
ball forward from a kick-in taken by AXIE TADZIK found an
unmarked ANDREW HILL who held on from a threatening
WPH defence to put the ball into the back of their net. So, one-
all at the break and | wasn't too convinced that the half-time
talk was getting through when it was met with comments from
the team which included “these oranges are sweet’, “my
mum’s gone away” and “l want to go to the toilet”. Well, maybe
| was wrong because JESSICA DARGAN was putting in her
usual fearless effort, forever looking to take the ball forward.
And JACK BIDWELL's robust work in attack should have been
rewarded with a goal but unfortunately this was not to be. A
string of shots at goal coming from general out-field play and
through return fire from Thornleigh goal kicks saw WPH luckily
hit their target and race away with the win. Well, let's clean the
mud from our boots and move on. This week’'s Best and
Fairest award was presented to ALISTAIR WESTON. Well
done ALISTAIR!

THORNLEIGH ‘A” 8 vs THORNLEIGH ‘B’ 5

It was a slightly confused start with the team having to defend
almost immediately. Suddenly, JAMES clicked into gear and
scored a hat-trick in the first 2 minutes of the game, supported
by LIAM and JASMINE. Great defence from DAVID as he
valiantly stopped a goal, which he continued to do for most of
the game. Whilst the other team persisted with goal attempts,
our team was a rock. Oops, an own goal but, wait, seconds
later, an own goal to the other team. Half time score 4-2.

JAMES started the 2nd half with another brutal attack at goal,
assisted predominantly by EUAN who played an amazing
game. Suddenly, the other team counter attacked with 2
cracking goals. Could this be a late run? Great defence by
JACK and JASMINE again saved a certain goal, with JACK
literally throwing himself at the ball! JASMINE made a great
run for goal and with some great teamwork LIAM struck the
back of the net. Great play by all.

THORNLEIGH C vs KENTHURST C

What looked like a promising day, quickly turned into match
played almost entirely in the pouring rain, so | am trying to
write this weeks report before my notes dissolve! The first half
of the match saw a new standard of play set as the players,
ran, defended, attacked and generally threw themselves whole
heartedly into the match. FLYNN TAYLOR did a fantastic kick
up the length of the field in the first few minutes if play and
then continued to be right at the ball for the entire match. LUC
FENTON and ANNALISE KAIN did some fantastic attacking
and kicking this week, while SEAN MCALLISTER’s specialty
this week was tackling, and being tackled by, the opposition. |
hope his mum owns a big tub of Napisan! ADELE WILLIAMS
did another great kick in this week and MITCHELL BLACK did
some spectacular running and defending. NICHOLAS
WEICKART had a terrific game, scoring a both a goal and
player of the match, before he heads overseas for the next few
weeks. We will miss you Nic! The kids came off the field,
soaking wet, but very happy and in the spirit of the game,
cheered loudly for their opponents. Well done Thornleigh for
playing so enthusiastically in such wet conditions.
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THORNLEIGH 2 vs WEST PENNANT HILLS B 3

The team arrived full of optimism that the weather would hold,
however it wasn't long before the heavens opened, and the
spectators were sent scrambling for umbrellas. The boys
however, seemed to think that playing in the rain was actually
fun, and occasionally remembered they were actually there to
play a soccer match! JACOB set us off to a flying start in the
mud with the first goal of the match. TOM was in the thick of
the action with some great tackles, and LACHLAN was very
strong in defence chasing down the long through balls from
Pennant Hills, before they had a chance to score. BEN
showed off some great talent with his boot, powering the ball
up the line for the rest of the team to attack. After half-time
TOM came on to score our second goal. CALLUM and
MASON showed great enthusiasm throughout the match, but
particularly in the last few seconds of the game as they
desperately tried to even up the score. Well done boys for
playing so well in such difficult conditions, and never giving up!
At the end of the game they all came off looking a bit like
drowned rats, but soon warmed up tucking in to some tasty
sausages from the BBQ - thanks parents for all your efforts!
Player of the match this week: TOM
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THORNLEIGH A vs HILLS HAWKS B

Depending on whom you ask, this was either a 4-3 win, a 3-4
loss or a 3-3 draw. Regardless of that, the game was worth a
draw as both teams arm wrestled each other through both
halves. It was a case of two evenly matched sides, with the
difference being probably one player for the Hawks who
carried them into contention. | thought we had a slow start this
time around, but that didn’t stop ASHLEY from giving us an
early lead with two whacked in from long and short range.
AINSLEY obviously has a taste for scoring and was dangerous
lurking in the front half of the field. MARK has cemented
himself at the back and is showing some real progress in how
he positions himself in defence. However, Hills fought back to
be up by one at half time, and the second half was even harder
fought than the first. Congratulations to no-fear MITCHELL
who took on the star from Hawks and gave as good as he got.
ELLY was very involved in the second half and had any
number of good kicks from the middle of the park. TIMON
showed his usual enthusiasm and some excellent passing and
tackling all match. Well done everyone.

# &

THORNLEIGH B vs KENTHURST

The fog was thick and eerie as we drove into Kenthurst, but it
parted on the field and the rain stopped for most of the game.
The boys put up some tough defence, stopping numerous
goals, however Kenthurst were lucky to get a couple of balls
through the goals. CHRISTOPHER showed off some amazing
power in those little legs with some huge kicks. CHARBEL was
charging through the Kenthurst players with some great
defensive plays and attacking well. MAX blocked the ball well
and also helped push the ball down the field. Thornleigh came
close to scoring several times, with some excellent kicks.
MICHAEL got the crowd excited, after he sped down the field
with the ball, leaving nearly everyone else behind, except the
tall Kenthurst player who knocked him down just before the
goal. THOMAS kicked an amazing ball side onto the goal,
only missing by inches. MYLES got the crowd excited again,
with some excellent manoeuvring of the ball down the field,
then a huge kick only just missing the goal. The boys are
showing some great improvement with their ball skills and
played well in the wet conditions.

Player of the Week: CHARBEL SOMANI

# 1
THORNLEIGH (2) vs PENNANT HILLS GREEN B (4) 6/6/09

Originally we had a bye scheduled, but the boys were keen to
play so our Coach organised a special challenge match
against an U7 team from Kookaburra Green division that had a
Bye as well. Then weather almost beat us, but as far as we
knew ground was still open so we went ahead. It was obvious
from the start that the Pennant Hills Green team were not
going to be easy beats, hmm maybe Green division is above
us? Our team has been improving though and were holding up
well in first half. After some fine play from JACQUELINE, guest
player ASHLEY TONNET was passed the ball and netting a
fine first goal of the game for the Thunder. Pennant Hills then
fought back well and despite numerous fine efforts from our
team to keep them out they scored and levelled up. Pennant
Hills then scored a goal from there own half with an almighty
shot, this seamed to spark our team into action. After a
Pennant Hills raid cut off by LUCAS he fed the ball through to
RILEY who, with a face of shear determination, dribbled past
the last defender and into the goal to level up for half time. The
second half saw our team fad a bit with only five on field
players silly enough to brave the wet. It rained a lot in the
second half, we seemed to be mainly in defence with a boy on
the opposition constantly using his big kicks to get ball back up
our end. As it was they got two late goals, one from in close
and another from a bit looping kick the just dipped down into
the goal. MATTHEW was player of the week for his great
positional play at the back that kept the opposition at bay for
most of the second half. Ashley got merit award for a fine effort
in his second game for the day and scoring a goal. All did well
against quality opposition. It was a good close game that left
the adoring, very sodden crowd well satisfied. As for the
players, they were quite a sight by games' end even though
the field we played on still looked in pretty good nick before
and after the game, satisfied with another fine effort and "Yes!
we got to play in the rain, look how muddy | am !"
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THORNLEIGH C vs NORMANHUST A

The sun was up, but as we took the long drive out to Kenthurst
the clouds and fog were rolling in. We arrived and while it was
a little cold there was no rain...

The coolness helped our boys and girls as they did plenty of
running after the ball to keep warm. ALEX and JORDAN were
in fine form with lots of ball action.

Both JACK and JESSE tried really hard to score again this
week, but were unlucky. NIAMH and JORDAN both took a
thump from the opposition but bravely carried on. NIAMH was
great in getting the ball out of the crowd and CLAIRE was
speedy and great in defence. TAJ showed us his fancy moves
and scored a few times, this really pumped up the team.
JESSE showed us some fabulous kicks and was awarded
player of the match. The rain did come and the team played
on, and overall did pretty well. Well done White C.
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THORNLEIGH vs HILLS HAWKS

We were lucky that rain did not cancel this game for us. The
Hills Hawks were a very rough team that resulted in many
injuries on our side. We showed them what true sportsmanship
should be like and how a soccer game should be played.
EMMA SANCATALDO was an excellent goalie in the first half
and DYLAN WELGEMOED had some good saves as goalie in
the second half. RUBEN MOUTON scored some excellent
goals despite being injured. CONNOR CLARKE was chasing
the ball up and down field and MATTHEW PINES showed
some excellent passing skills, passing to RUBEN MOUTON
who almost scored again. BLAKE RYAN had some great
attacking moves down the line and EMMA CARRIGAN showed
great defence in the first half. There was great attacking by
OLLIE DUNCAN and impressive defence by THEA
SCHMERTMANN. Well done guys, you did us proud!

)*
THORNLEIGH 2 vs PACIFIC HILLS DURAL 0

We left sunny Thornleigh to arrive at Glenhaven in pouring
rain. The team relished the conditions. Mud was flying, slide
tackles took on a whole new meaning and the ball just stopped
dead in its tracks. Out of driving rain CYRENNA BOURIS
surged down the left wing and crossed the ball to CODY
JERVIS to score the first goal of the match. The Thunders
continued to combine well with LEWIS HABKOUK scoring the
teams second goal of the day. The rain finally eased at the end
of the first half. Thornleigh continued to dominant in the second
half unfortunately no goals were scored. Congratulations to
CODY JERVIS for receiving Goal of the Week, CYRENNA
BOURIS for the Teamwork Award and to TIM REYNOLDS for
being Player of the Week. As this is my last match report | wish
to say thanks to the team for their support and hope we can
continue on our winning ways. Also many thanks to Mark
Watkins who is assuming the manager duties.

THORNLEIGH 1 vs ROSELEA 0

The U9/7's enjoyed a 1-0 win over Roslea following their 4-1
smashing of Glenhaven the week before. Quite clearly the
team are on the way up and are looking to finish the season
with renewed vigour and resilience. CHRIS BLOOM chimed in
with man of the match, playing out of position to courageously
lead the back line to a scoreless win in what were harsh
unforgiving conditions. ZACH MCLEOD scored the team’s only
goal in the first half with a brilliant punt into the goals. BENDAN
MUDALIAR played an excellent game in goals for the entire
match and was triumphantly backed up by the backline of
LOUISA LAWRENCE, NICK HO, TRISTAN DOWNEY and
NICK HO. NICK WENSLEY and DANIEL MALLET played a
solid hard game in the midfield having to cover much of the
boggy wet mess that Ruddock oval was. BRAIDEN
WOLHOFF, ZACH MCLEOD, ROBBIE Bradley all had solid
games and were unlucky not to add 3 more goals to the total.
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THORNLEIGH 3 vs NORTH EPPING RANGERS 3

What an exciting game! The U12/3s continued their recent
improved form with a very good performance against a team
which had beaten us 4-1 in the first round. Unlike in previous
weeks, we got off to a flyer, with all players really going for the
ball and playing with commitment from the first whistle. After
about 8 minutes, our strong start and improved teamwork was
rewarded with a goal to midfield dynamo RYAN MALLETT,
RYAN's first ‘professional’ goal and the cause of much
celebration. Our midfield of RYAN, CALLUM TOOHEY,
JASON CLARKE and MARK RICHARDS was really clicking,
and attackers BEN MANCE and SLADE BLANCH were
causing lots of problems up front. BEN M, who was really
enjoying a rare start up front, made it 2-0 after good lead up
play from the midfield. At the back, our defenders NATALIE
BARKER, BEN SEPAROVICH, MAX KENNEDY and
ANDREW HADDAD were all playing well, giving Rangers little
room to move in. When they came on half way during the half,
SAM DRUMM and BEN JONES were looking dangerous going
forward and added some spark, and DANIEL FOWLER was in
amongst it up front. But football can change quickly, and a goal
from Rangers just a few minutes after our second goal saw the
opening spell suddenly broken. Rangers now had the
momentum and we were back-peddling and looking
increasingly fragile. Sure enough, despite a couple of good
saves from keeper EAMON MOSES and good clearances from
BEN S, Rangers got a second goal just before half time after
loose marking allowed a low, skidding shot in from the edge of
the penalty area. At half time, it was 2-2 and the rain had
started falling.

The second half was an exciting, seesaw affair played in
pelting rain.  Thornleigh came out rejuvenated and BEN
JONES and SAM DRUMM made some great runs forward.
Both came close to scoring, as did DANIEL, before BEN
MANCE put away a second goal with about 10 minutes left.
Unfortunately for us, but probably deservedly, Rangers got an
equaliser with 5 minutes left. Both sides could have scored
again in the last frantic minutes and only the final whistle
prevented Rangers from snatching what would have been an
improbable victory. While we were never headed, the final
score of 3-3 was a pretty fair reflection of the game and gave
both teams some reward for all their effort on a cold and wet
day. Hopefully, we can continue our improved form next week
and aim to move up the table in the second half of the season.
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THORNLEIGH 2 vs PENNANT HILLS 5

An early fixture and a soggy pitch greeted players and parents
on Saturday. Traditionally our team has not performed well in
the early morning and again they did not disappoint. The first
10 minutes was all Pennant Hills with a shot hitting the post
and Mitch pulling off a number of good saves. Unfortunately a
defensive error at the 10" minute allowed Pennant Hills to get
a good early goal. Slowly our players started to awake and the
attacking formations began. Finally our pressure was rewarded
with a good goal by ANDRE. Soon after JAY had to be
substituted for respiratory problems and Pennant Hills scored
another quick goal. Near the end of the first half a magic pass
by ZAC to his brother ANDRE produces another wonder goal.
2-2 at half time and the opportunity for Coach Bob to calmly
express his thoughts on our lack of performance in the first 30
minutes.

5 minutes into the second half and Penno scored another
cracking goal from 20 metres out. We kept applying pressure
and a good run by ADRIAN was ended with a blast into the
side netting. Soon after another goal from Penno as we
struggled to contain there speed and passing. We kept fighting
and had a couple of close chances but we were unable to
capitalize. We were soon sunk by a fifth goal and by this stage
Coach Bob was not very happy. Finally the whistle blew and
we congratulated Penno on a good game. Coach Bob had a
few words to say to the players but his main point was that we
should never give up until the final whistle blows. Special
mention to THOMAS DRUMMOND, who didn't.
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THORNLEIGH 2 vs ROSELEA 2

Not only were we up against a good opposition today, it was
the wet and muddy field (luckily no rain) that added to the
complexity and challenge of the game. Thornleigh definitely
dominated the first half, with some exiting scuffles in the
opposition’s goal area. However, it was probably partly due to
the wet conditions that made it difficult to control the ball as
well as the fairly good defence on the opposition’s part that
prevented those goals from coming. The first half ended
though, with Thornleigh 1 nil ahead. This came from a fantastic
kick just on the edge of the goal area by THOMAS HIGGINS —
a good solid delivery of the ball ensured it was not going to be
stopped by anyone. The second half was a slightly different
affair — the ball would be on the opposition’s end of the field
with Thornleigh on the attack and the next minute the ball was
back at the Thornleigh end of the field. JOSHUA COOPER
had some fantastic goal saves and counter measures which
ensured the opposition didn't get any easy goals. The
opposition soon equalised the score in the second half though,
but then scored again to push ahead 2 goals to our 1. No
sooner had they scored the second goal — it was straight off
the restart of the game — that Thornleigh pushed the ball up
the middle of the field with some great passing between JACK
ANGEL and JACOB KOWALSKI culminating in a great pass
by SAMUEL LANE to JACOB who then scored, bringing the
final score to 2 goals a piece. JACK ANGEL deservedly
earned another “man of the match” award while JOSHUA
COOPER got second honours for his great goal keeping and
MATTHEW FORD third honours for his determination and
great tactics in driving the ball forward in the midfield.
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THORNLEIGH 0 vs North Epping Rangers 0

The clouds parted and the sun shone on what appeared to be
the best kept soccer field in Sydney. The game was meant to
be playing one of the top teams against one of the bottom
teams. But, unfortunately whilst the girls tried hard, the game
looked like it was being played in slow motion. Air swings and
powder puff kicks galore however despite this, there were
some great passes and some runs that almost changed the
outcome on the day. It was fairly even through out and whilst
NER didn't look dangerous, our mistakes allowed them all too
close to the goals. An almost certain THORNLEIGH goal came
from an EMILIE LOWE run up the right and a cross to
GEORGIA DAVIS' boot but the ball skipped under her foot,
virtually on the goal line. Well this is the way soccer is. We saw
great defence from all our girls in the backline - BRITTANY
KNIGHT’s timing to be at the right place at the right time was
essential, SHELBY COLLEY, AZZIZA RAZIUDDIN, ALYCE
TOMPKINS and LISA PHILLIPS also closed down the attacks
at every front. In mid-field TESS SANT and EMILIE LOWE all
were sweeping the centre in both attacking and defensive
plays. OLIVIA McKEOWN had a strong presence
commensurate with her contribution. Well done to all.

The Players Player award was shared between 3 players:
BRITTANY KNIGHT, EMILIE LOWE and OLIVIA McKEOWN

PLAYER PROFILE

Player: Georgia Davis

Position: Mid-field & Forward

Years Played: playing her 3rd year

Favourite Food: Roti Chanai, Curry and Laksa
School: Year 9 at Penno

Pets: 2 cats — Coco and Tinkerbell
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THORNLEIGH 2 vs WEST PENNANT HILLS 3

The real game started at 4.05pm, and we got off to a great
start, with the guys passing the ball and connecting well. The
midfield was a pleasure to watch, with JAMES and DAVID
running through their opponents with ease. Consequently, the
pressure mounted, causing West Pennants Hills to let through
two easy goals. We could have had another four goals if it
wasn't for the twelfth and thirteenth defenders — left and right
hand goal posts. Yes, the boys peppered the goal mouth
without much luck. The parents on the sideline couldn’t believe
the quality of the play and the run of bad luck. The boys really
deserved a better result. Needless to say we won 2-0. By the
way - The other half of the game started at 3.15 - WPH scored
three well deserved goals, unfortunately for WPH | have
erased that half of the game from my memoirs and score card.
Let's hope next week the boys turn up for the full 90 minutes,
as they play the leaders of the comp.

*
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THORNLEIGH 2 vs HILLS HAWKS 3

Thornleigh coming off a great win last week against Pennant
Hills, this week was shaping up as a good game against Hills
Hawks, however Hills went up 1-0 in the first five minutes.
Thornleigh settled well with good attack soccer between
STEVE, HARRY and ALEX to create some scoring
opportunities. Great opportunity created by KEL, ALEX and
STEVE again meant Thornleigh looked close to equalizing.
LUKE in goals produced some fine saves in the first half. An
own goal by Hills saw scores level but full credit for the goal
goes to KEL for the pressure applied by him on the Hills
backline. The first half completed and score was 1-1.
Thornleigh played better football and were unlucky not to be
ahead.

The second half started with both sides 1- in the first ten
minutes applying pressure on each other. Hills go up 2-1
through constant pressure. A brilliant run by KEL saw him
equalize by scoring himself. Thornleigh were back in the
game. Hills, to their credit, scored again to go up 3-2 from a
long range shot. Hills had a player red-carded in the second
half. The game finished final score at 3-2. Thornleigh played
well. Some solid defence from JARRYD. Unlucky to go
down. A great game.

+(O)+ %!
THORNLEIGH 5 vs EPPING YMCA FC O

The girls started off slowly on another wet, miserably Sunday
afternoon. We had some early chances to score but we had to
wait until the 25th minute before we finally got one in. This
came from a nice ball from FRAN to HAILEY who placed it in
the back of the net. The girls then lifted and continued to push
the ball around but we had to settle for a 1-0 score line at half
time. The second half started off slowly once again, but the
girls got their rhythm and threatened the Epping goals on many
occasions. In the 20th minute, HAILEY scored our second goal

following some good passes in the midfield by FRAN and
ALYCE. Then 5 minutes later, FRAN was rewarded with a goal
of her own. The 4th and 5th goals were both scored by
HAILEY thanks to some nice passing and through balls from
all the girls. We always looked the better side and the
opposition couldn’t get past our defenders LARISSA, DANICA,
MARIE and STEPHANIE. Coach Mark wanted at least 3 goals
in the second half but was lucky enough to get 4. Well done to
all the girls. Keep up the good work.
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THORNLEIGH 4 vs WEST PENNANT HILLS O

Glenorie Park, West Pennant Hills, a 4-0 victory. It was deja-
vu all over again for the Thunder on the weekend with yet
another 4-0 mauling of West Pennant Hills. The boys faced
tricky pitch conditions but were no doubt buoyed by the
presence of former Thunder great Simon Waterhouse (Now)
on the sidelines who was visiting from Mexico for this match.
While it was by no means a match for the ages it was a result
no less deserved as our opponents were confused. They
seemed to think the ball was the things in the yellow and blue
stripes and not the white round thing as they were more
intent on attacking us rather than the ball. Surviving an early
scare or two, including some friendly fire (Jimmy, please) the
boys quickly rallied to undertake a sortie of their own on the
West Penno goal. DAVID POWER opening the scoring from
a corner with a swirling, curling delivery that would make
Warnie proud. No doubt "He" will study this technique for use
at Real Madrid next year. Despite our best efforts we were
still only 1-0 up at the half but looking to improve. The second
half was a rather scrappy affair for the first 20 minutes, until
RICHARD HULOWATYI was injected back into the game.
The tenacious midfielder netting a double in quick succession
to drive the dagger into the hearts of our opponents. Richie
proving with his never give up attitude just what an asset he
is... when not passing out on the sideline. MURRAY
GRAVES put his car woes behind him and twisted the knife a
little further with a fourth goal to cap things off. | guess it was
worth going back to pick him up. So while, not exactly pretty it
was a convincing victory and everyone should be proud. Top
marks to ANDREW LISCOE donning the keeper's gloves for
this one, while it was a relatively quiet match for him at times,
his skill and bravery when called into action was outstanding.
Big wraps to for TIM MORISON, proving that strikers aren't
all about individual glory and returning to his defensive roots
with great aplomb for the second half in a rotation strategy
put in place for Sunday's game, which was sadly cancelled.
Sadly depending how you looked at it, or how sore you were
after the game. In a break-through match MICHAEL BYRNE
almost netted his first Thunder goal while GREG RUSTON,
ANDY BOUGHTON, JAMES RODGER, BRAD RUSTON,
MARK KENNEDY and ROSS EDWARDS all had noteworthy
performances. Sadly the victory was not without it's cost,
ANDREW WAGG was on the receiving end of one of many
hefty challenges. Diagnosis, a broken collar-bone. A crushing
blow for the big man who was really starting to find form.
Hopefully it's not the end of his season. Many thanks to
BENTON JOHNSON for acting as ambulance driver (And to
Deb as well for almost being ambulance driver, maybe next
time). But with three wins, three clean sheets and 7 goals
scored in our last three games played we're really hitting our
stride now. Let's keep the points rolling in boys!
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THORNLEIGH 3 vs GLEHNAVEN 0

The Over 35/2 side stretched their winning streak to 3 games
and cemented their position in the top 3 with a convincing win.
However, this week’s match did highlight one potential
weakness in our side. Many independent sports commentators
have made comparisons between our players and Superman
and it appears that the similarities continue. Just like
Superman whose weakness is kryptonite, it appears that many
of our side are adversely impacted by the sinister compound
H20 (more commonly known as water). 7 of our regular squad
of 18 players were unable to play this week — our first game of
the season played in wet conditions. Apparently water can play
havoc with your hair, making it go all frizzy and generally
unmanageable. This debilitating condition is sometimes
referred as “bad hair syndrome”. The Over 35/2 squad pride
themselves on their physical appearance and we remain
conscious of the demographics of our crowds that shows a
strong bias towards females and it seems that many of our
players found it untenable and morally irresponsible to play
whilst suffering from this horrible “bad hair” condition. Other
team members such as myself thought that we could appease
the female members of our crowd by wearing our Warwick
Capper style shorts but from all accounts this did not have the
desired effect. Similar to swine flu, bad hair syndrome
apparently affects various members of the population more
severely and it is particularly cruel to defenders. Consequently
we had 4 of our regular defenders absent from today’s game.
Ironically, in a week that saw the Australian squad concede
their first goal after 7 clean sheets, we managed to maintain
our first clean sheet in 7 games. Surely this must cause Pim
Verbeek to consider replacing his out of form defensive line-up
with this new impenetrable defensive line-up from the 35/2’s.
Whilst the defence was keeping Glenhaven scoreless, KARL
DAVIES scored 2 goals and BRENDAN ROSE scored one to
earn the pride of the Thornleigh soccer club a comfortable
victory. Special thanks must go to the team’'s patron JIM
HAMILTON for braving the miserable weather to support his
old team. It would seem that he was either really desperate to
find something to do or he was really keen to find an excuse to
drive his new XR6 — | strongly suspect it was the latter. Finally,
during a period where

several other high profile

football teams have been

impacted by the swine flu

(which can almost as

nasty as bad hair

syndrome) | would like to

provide the  following

warning. If you receive an

email that allegedly comes

from the Health

Department warning you

that can catch swine flu by

eating canned pork please

delete this email — it is just

spam (boom, tish)!

PA to Mr X



