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A very welcome return to good weather and a long
weekend to boot. It's been a while in coming but we finally
got the weather we have been hoping for. Unfortunately,
some of the ovals were still damp to near impossible, but
most games went ahead.

There was certainly some very good football on hand, and |
was fortunate to see some excellent games by Thornleigh.
Of particular note, was the 17/3 game at Hayes Park,
Galston. The boys were up against the first place holders,
West Pennant Hills. Conditions were very muddy to say
the least and despite some spirited play, our boys found
themselves down 3 goals by half time. A change of fortune
came mid way through the second half where we started to
narrow the gap. On the final kick of the game a long
curving ball found its mark in the top left hand corner of the
goal to level the score with one second to spare. Well done
to Craig Millard and the boys!

The Premier League who is fighting to hold onto first place
were up against Pennant Hills who had given us a
thrashing in the first game, 7-1. This match was to be
entirely different as the boys played a tight cohesive game.
A late goal equalled the score and we came away with a
well earned point. Monday's match against Normo has
kept us floating at the top with a win.

The Pennant Hills President's All Age 10 Women's Team,
who are undefeated went up against The Thornleigh
President's All Age 10 Team on Sunday. Tight defending
and earnest attacking enabled Thornleigh to hold the first
place getters to a draw. The following day saw the girls
against the Normo All Age 10 team where they earned a
well deserved win.

| got a first hand account of one of our newer teams, the
Over 35 Women. Despite being a new team with many
players playing for their first time, they showed no lack of
commitment and expertise. For their efforts they earned a
double win for the weekend. This team is sure to generate
more interest as they move through the season.

Congratulations to all the other teams that had some
outstanding results or gave it their best over the weekend.

By now, the junior teams will be aware that unfortunately,
we will not be holding our Junior Gala Day which has been
so successful over quite a number of years. The powers

that be, have decided a competitive tournament is
unacceptable at this age. Thank you to Peter Krisenthal
was attempted to navigate a course through the growing
jungle of new age political correctness.

Still looking for volunteers to assist with the end of year
dinner function and Junior Presentation Day. If you have
some time or ideas or both, please let me or Martin Dargan
know as we would like to convene a meeting soon. Neil
Rickwood is coordinating after the junior presentation
event.

Good luck for next week and may the sun keep shining.

Yours in Commitment
Rob Roberts

Gabrielle Moses and Wayne Edwards cooking up a storm




GHFA Competition — 6 June 2009 NWSWS Competition — 7 June 2009
Grade/Div | Opposition For Against Grade/Div | Opposition For Against
u9/3 Redfield 0 1 U141 Kenthurst 1 0
uo/7 Northern HFC 1 1 u14/2 Gladesville Ravens 2 1
uors West Pennant Hills 1 1 U15/2 West Pennant Hills 5 2
u10/3 Carlingford Redbacks 1 3 U17/1 Roselea 0 3
U11/2 Epping YMCA 1 2 u18/1 Mercy College 6 1
ui11/6 Hills Hawks 0 4 AA/A Sydney Uni 3 0
u12/3 West Pennant Hills 1 4 AA/LO Pennant Hills 1 1
U13/2 West Ryde Rovers 0 1 o/35 Putney Rangers 3 0
u14/4 Hills Hawks 7 0
ui15/4 BYE
u17/1 West Pennant Hills 1 2
u17/3 West Pennant Hills
AN/ Holy Cross College NWSWS Competition — 8 June 2009
AAIT Washed Out Grade/Div | Opposition For Against
AA/10 Normanhurst 0 2
AL Washed Out u14/1 Mount St Benedict 2 0
AA/16 West Ryde Rovers 1 6 u14/2 Mercy College 2 0
AA/18 Pacific Hills Dural Blue 2 1 U15/2 Mount St Benedict 1 2
AA/20 Washed Out u17/1 Pennant Hills 3 1
035/2 West Pennant Hills Red 2 1 u18/1 Gladesville Ravens 2 1
035/5 Glenhaven Red 7 2 AA/10 Normanhurst 2 1
PL/Res Pennant Hills 3 3 0/35 All Saints Hunters Hill 2 0
PL/1* Pennant Hills 1 1

GHFA Competition — 8 June 2009

Grade/Div | Opposition For Against
ui1/2 All Saints Hunters Hill 1 3
u13/2 Pennant Hills 0 1
AA/4 Glenhaven 2 0
AA/12 Epping YMCA 5 1
AA/18 Pacific Hills Dural 2 1
AA/20 West Ryde Eagles 5 0
PL/Res Normanhurst 0 2
PL/1* Normanhurst 3 2
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THORNLEIGH vs HILLS HAWKS B

What a game we had today!! A total of ten goals (or maybe
eleven) scored in the Mud Bowl this morning at Hayes Park,
where we initially thought that ROHAN, NATHAN, MITCHELL
and RYAN would be forced to play old-fashioned iron man
football with no subs. Fortunately COOPER showed up so we
could keep a full complement throughout, as a couple of
players needed the hug bin or a rest. The game opened very
quickly with the Hawks immediately on the offensive, only for
the shot on goal to go wide of the mark. Thornleigh responded
immediately with a length of the field raid that ended with
RYAN slotting a goal. This was the first time for our team to
score first in a game, and they were very excited. The game
was a fantastic and close match, with the ball going from one
end to the other repeatedly, and all the boys stayed very
involved. Player of the match this week was ROHAN, who
scored the last goal of the game after some great lead up work
by NATHAN and RYAN in the middle of the ruck. The defence
was pretty solid throughout as the boys are getting the idea of
kicking the ball out to slow things down. Goal of the week was
definitely RYAN — a play that started from our own goal line;
MITCHELL'’s clearing kick found RYAN in midfield where he
took it passed halfway, paused and then slotted a shot dead
centre into the net from about 12m out. Both teams left feeling
they had had their best game of the season to date.

THORNLEIGH 3 vs GLENHAVEN 3

A cold morning and a rain sodden Oakleigh Oval didn’t
dampen the spirits of our U6 Red players for this week’s game.
A few minutes into the game and the same could not be said
for us parents watching as Glenhaven went to a virtually
unchallenged two goal lead. Had the cold frozen our players or
was it just the sublime skills of the young female girl of
Glenhaven who had found the back of the Thornleigh net
scoring both? Well, whatever it was, our players now had to
show what they were made of. Cue ZACHARY DUNLOP who,
as he does every week, put in a non-stop performance of great
covering defence and following moves which turned into
attack. ANDREW HILL showed all the skills in providing the
necessary back-up work for the Thornleigh cause. And while
they weren't tackling each other Thornleigh started to slowly
turn the game around. A break-away run by HARRISON
HOWARD saw a repeat performance of last week as the ball
did not fully align with the opposition’s goal and it skidded out
for a goal kick. | feel his constant commitment will soon be
rewarded with a goal...his time will come. So, two nil down at
the break and with everything to play for, the team kicked-off
the second half. As if to match the skills of her female
opponent, attacking pressure by JESSICA DARGAN paid off
when a goal mouth scramble saw her land the ball in the back
of the Glenhaven goal. What a terrific start to the second half
(and to uplifting our spirits) and it wasn't about to end there.
Again her efforts were rewarded when her shot at goal took the
ball across its face and it ended up in the side netting. Now at
two goals apiece our players were on a roll, something of
which they did not hesitate in reminding the opposition. It only
got better when a loose ball in front of goal rolled to JACK
BIDWELL who hit it with the inside of his right foot and sent it
sailing into Glenhaven’s goal for Thornleigh’s third. He doesn’t
miss from there. Thornleigh could have added a fourth when a
goal kick taken by AXIE TADZIK went the full length of the field

and gently rolled into the goal at the other end. All it needed
was a touch by another player to be awarded as a goal but
ALISTAIR WESTON, who had the chance to do this, chose to
dance around the ball and watch it go on its way. | think he
was just keeping the Glenhaven players from getting to it. A
run forward in the final minutes of the game by the young girl
who opened the scoring made sure she secured a draw for
Glenhaven by scoring their third. A cold snap or her skills once
again seemed to freeze our defence. What another great
game...one that was definitely a tale of two girls. This week’s
Best and Fairest award was presented to AXIE TADZIK. Well
done the AXE-man!
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THORNLEIGH vs NORMANHURST 30/5/2009

Faced with below average temperatures (especially at 8:00
AM!) and a school organised “DISCOQO” the night before, it was
obvious the Thunders were in for a challenge before they
touched the field. Ironically Normanhurst produced a killer
striker out of the bag who sank goal after goal — even from the
half way line!!! Instantly THAT goal took on a mythical status
amongst the Thunders.

Half time score: Thunders 0 and Normanhurst 8.

Half time saw the “mystical goal” in the Thunder’s favour, and
the thunders utilised this advantage as much as their
opponents would allow. JASMINE initiated the second half with
a vengeance, launching a missile toward Normanhurst's goal,
but Normanhurst attacked even before the ball had a chance
to slow.

Soccer quickly coalesced into scrum after scrum as boots and
shin guards clashed in a dance of “defence and attack”. DAVID
charged back to defend and deftly blocked a goal attempt.
JACK and JAMES raced across the field over and over to stop
Normanhurst in their tracks. HUGH blocked a thundering ball
right on the goal line. EUAN seemed to in the right place at the
right time to give the Normanhurst attackers a head ache.

As thought a switch had been flicked, the Thunders refocused.
LIAM produced a legendry run through the midfield, setting the
ball for JAMES — who seemed to be trying to rip a hole in the
net considering the force behind his kick. The remainder of the
game spared spectators no time to breath, as the ball sailed
right past the face of both goals repeatedly.

In the end, tremendous team work saw the Thunders climb
back admirably with a final score of: Thunders 6 and
Normanhurst 12.
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THORNLEIGH B vs REDFIELD LIONS

It was great to see the team return to form with an eagerness
and excitement that had been missing last week. As soon as
the match started the boys began hunting down the ball.
NOAH TIKROFT was straight into the action fighting hard to
take possession; his lovely kick-in from the goal-line glided to
CONNOR DOWNEY who spun and knocked it downfield.
JAYARTH GUNAWARDENA collected the ball and was
unlucky not to score with his long-range shot as it ran past the
wrong side of the post. It was soon apparent that the team
would spend much of the match defending against the
opposition #2 who was clearly far more advanced than the
other players. However, it proved a good test of defensive
skills and running lines; CONNOR DOWNEY and ROBBIE
FERGUSON in particular made great, great goal-line saves
after running back the length of the field. TOM RICHMOND
showed his mettle and strength with some solid tackles in the
mid-field to breakdown strong opposition attacks. After the
opposition #2 was substituted THORNLEIGH ‘B’ began to
dominate. JAYARTH GUNAWARDENA used his power to
charge through the opposition players and scored to two great
goals to earn some reward for the team'’s fine efforts. OSCAR
BIASON made some terrific runs as usual and was unlucky not
to score after one particularly strong run down the far touchline
ended in a collision with one of his own players just as he was
about to shoot a certain goal. OLIVER JENNINGS added
another for the team after a sweet run through the opposition
and a fine strike at goal. Overall it was a great performance by
all the team! Well done boys.
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THORNLEIGH C vs WEST PENNANT HILLS D

An early goal by the well-coordinated opposition marked set
the tone for this week’s match that saw our team annihilated.
Despite a tough first half, that saw our players standing like
deer in the headlights, Thornleigh pulled it together in the
second half and despite not scoring any goal, displayed some
terrific attacking skills on the field. LUC FENTON did some
great chasing and kicking, while FLYNN TAYLOR did his usual
great running, keeping up with the play, and then surprised
everyone by getting right into the play and kicking the ball,
earning him Player of the Week! ADELE WILLIAMS did some
determined chasing this week and SEAN MCALLISTER did a
massive tackle. ANNALISE KAIN had two terrific attempts at
goal and was unlucky not to get the ball past the line. AJAY
YUVARAJ did a neat turn around and dribbling and MITCHELL
BLACK performed some dedicated defence and also had an
attempt at goal. NICHOLAS WEICKERT did some great
tackling, helping to turn the play around.
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THORNLEIGH A vs PACIFIC HILLS DURAL

This could have been our best all-round performance of the
season so far. Everyone was engaged for the whole game
(well, almost) and | would say gave their best the whole time.
MARK was once again very solid at the back, but had a run
away from defence and was just as dangerous with the ball in
attack. ASHLEY was his usual bustling self and netted a
couple, and MITCHELL continues to take everything that's
thrown at him. | thought HARRY had his best game of 2009
and really got involved in following the play all match.
TIMON was great at the back or in front, and ELLY continues
to improve every week. A special congratulations to
AINSLEY on her first goal(s) in outdoor footballl A solid
game from all and a solid win on an increasingly soggy
Oakleigh Oval.
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THORNLEIGH B vs WEST PENNANT HILLS

A beautiful morning for three eager soccer players at Thomas
Thompson, but we needed two more to play. MYLES had
flown up north, MAX was out at the last minute, too sick to
play. Where were the Somani boys? They were at Oakleigh
by mistake, but quickly made the dash to Thomas Thompson,
WPH were happy to wait. The boys had to gather all their
energy and play the whole game, no rests today. Lucky
MICHAEL was on fire, racing all over the field to stop WPH,
blocking numerous goals and coming close to scoring. The
rest of the team were able to provide some good back up and
extra defence. THOMAS even took one in the stomach to stop
the ball. CHRISTOPHER was hoping the friendly approach
might slow WPH down, no such luck. The boys managed
some great big kicks, THOMAS booted a huge one down field,
CHARBEL and WILL also kicked some good ones to stop
WPH’s progress. It was a tough game for the 5 boys this
week, looking forward to their team mates’ return.

Player of the Week: MICHAEL JONES
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THORNLEIGH A vs PACIFIC HILLS DURAL

Wow, what a great performance! All Thornleigh A players
starred during the game culminating in our best performance to
date. JASMINE WILLIAMS got the ‘invisible’ scoreboard ticking
early with a couple of early goals. This was followed by goals
from TRAVIS HILTON and ISABELLE NATOLI setting us up
well in the 1% half both having their usual high standard game.
HUGH GORDON has come on leaps and bounds in recent
weeks and had his best game this season. HUGH made
several good breaks many unlucky not to result in a goal,
including a great kick in mid field defence that was going
straight for the oppositions goal only to be denied by an
equally impressive sliding block right on the goal line by a
Pacific Hills player. Also having her best game this year was
LAURA DIBLASIO who appeared to make a conscious effort to
get into attacking positions. As a result LAURA had a couple of
scoring opportunities but was very unlucky not to score
including being tackled by one of her own players, robbing her
of a goal. Keep up the good work LAURA! Both KURT TIKOFT
and LUKE WILLIAMS demonstrated their fancy foot work in
the second half...with a little on field dance. LUKE also
positioned himself really well on corner kicks and let his team
mates know he was there. My tip is that LUKE will score next
week off this play. JASMINE and TRAVIS continued to keep
the pressure on the opposition in the second half both scoring
further goals. Congratulations JAZZY, 5 goals in the match —
fantastic!
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THORNLEIGH vs WEST PENNANT HILLS/CHERRYBROOK

The game was on, with a big run down the sideline from RILEY
to a tackle in the corner that saw both players on the ground.
RILEY takes the kick from the side to JACQUILINE who
shoots. MATTHEW makes a great tackle on the half way line.
LUCAS kicks from the sideline to MATTHEW who scores.
RILEY gets a shot at goal soon after. LIAM, MATTHEW and
RILEY all have a shot at goal in a melee in front of the post,
but the opposition held them out. But a team effort from
LUCAS, RILEY and MATTHEW result in another goal. More
good defence from JACQUILINE with another trademark
pullback. MIKA and LIAM stop a West Pennant Hills charge.
LUCAS again passes to set up RILEY for another goal. A solid
win for Thornleigh this week with the opposition finally getting
through our defence right on full time for their only goal of the
match. Player of the week was LUCAS for great team play,
and merit award to LIAM for fantastic kicking from the back.
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THORNLEIGH vs REDFIELD LIONS

The start of a long weekend, seeing the sun for the first time in
weeks and the Thunder was on fire....So many highlights in
this game there is barely enough space to capture it all. We
firstly would like to pay tribute to the acts of sportsmanship
displayed by our team of U7’s. We applaud these things and it
makes for proud parents. Number one we thank ASHLEY from
a neighbouring U7 Thunder team who had already played but
agreed to play another game to help out our team who were
slightly depleted by the long weekend. Number two we
applaud JESSE who moved to a fallen player and picked him
up then got on with the game.

GOALLLLLLLLLLLLELL....... today the team  completely
outplayed their opposition and recorded a morale boosting
victory. TAJ continues to dazzle the crowd with his close
control and dribbling confounding the opposition who could not
contain his bursts down the flanks. His opening goal was the
result of his hard work in close to win the ball then dribbling out
to space and unleashing a shot. The intensity of JESSE and
ASHLEY to win the ball bring it out to space and use their
speed was beginning to tell and it was not long before the net
ruffled following excellent controlled dribbling and another
unstoppable shot. Each time the ball went out of play the
Thunder would have it back in an instant and they were
passing forward to team mates regularly with the opposition
packing the goal as the only method of keeping them out. To
combat this tactic ASHLEY and JESSE went longer. A
combination of quick thinking and accuracy by JESSE from the
sideline when he spied nobody home and he let fly with a
rocket that was never missing. ASHLEY decided the pack was
too well formed for a run through the middle and lobbed one
over everybody from a long way out and the chasers were
unable to get back in time to save it. The three boys were
creating mayhem and it allowed their teammates to find some
extra space with JORDEN in particular receiving a lot of
passes out of the pack and he was able to transition the team
from defence to attack in a blink. Anytime the ball was
available it was a Thunder player who was in position to
receive it and make it a winner. ALEX was making herself
available in all the right places and chances were plenty with
the passes across the goalmouth regularly coming in. ALEX
who has been so close previously but today there would be no
denying her. She is developing her skills each week and today
used them to receive the ball dribble a short distance and send
a well hit shot through two defenders and into the goals.
ASHLEY, JESSE and TAJ were dominating now and with
multiple goals to their credit the opposition was doing their best
to defend them but all the time not aware that they were
leaving a deadly weapon unguarded. JACK seized the day and
took off down the wings, ball at his feet, many times he went
close and a combination of luck and good fortune was keeping
him at bay but it was never going to last and he broke through
for his first goal in the second half. The build up had it all,
tackling to get the ball, dribbling and pace to get outside the
pack and then a finish and hands raised in triumph.

Too many goals today to describe them all accurately, but
congratulations to the team for a fine effort and a great start to
the long weekend.




THORNLEIGH 2 vs WEST PENNANT HILLS 2

Saturday morning greeted us with magnificent weather with the
sun shining brightly warming everyone up easily. We were a
few players down for the long weekend but the team was
bolstered with 3 extra players from other Thornleigh teams.
JONATHAN CHAN, JORDAN-LEE BACON and ISAAC LANE
did a fantastic job merging with our boys seamlessly and
showing what great players they are.

The boys were fired up to get started and the first half saw
JAMES RICKWOOD as goalie having his work cut out for him
with most of the play in our half. Our defenders DAN BIDWELL
and DOM MATHIOUDAKIS were hard at work with lots of
defensive clearing of the ball, DAN chasing the ball up
whenever he cleared it just to make sure it was out of danger.
A great kick from midfield by JIMMY SHRUB set up WILLIAM
SPARGO and AIDAN ELLIOTT for an attempt on goal after
some good passing between them. JAKE DARGAN was
everywhere today even making a shot on goal from just after
the half way line, just saved by the opposition’s goalie. The
oppositions constant attacking saw their first goal making the
score 1-0.

Our subs were sent onto the field making an instant difference
with tons of attacking and passing by ISAAC LANE, JORDAN-
LEE BACON and JONATHAN CHAN. At this point JAMES
RICKWOOD started to get hammered with at least 3 attempts
on goal, saving each one. AIDAN ELLIOT and ISAAC LANE
carried on attacking but could not make the breakthrough they
were seeking. The boys welcomed half time.

The second half saw a change in the amount of time our boys
were on the attack with a few corners taken by our players and
lots of time spent on the attack. Their hard work soon paid off
with a shot on goal by ISAAC LANE that hit the top bar and
bounced back. At this point ISAAC made sure the ball went in
from this rebound for our first goal. More big kicks from DAN
BIDWELL, DOM MATHIOUDAKIS and JONATHAN CHAN were
providing plenty of opportunities for our attackers with ISAAC
LANE taking advantage and smashing our next goal from a
difficult angle straight over the goalies head — sensational.
Another attempt on goal was made by AIDAN ELLIOTT but to
no avail. JAKE DARGAN showed his never-say-die attitude after
being overrun by opposing players falling to the ground and
grabbing the ball between his knees before sweeping it to
JIMMY SHRUB so he could continue the attack. There were
plenty of saves from 2nd half goalie WILLIAM SPARGO before
one sneaked through to finish the game at 2-2.

0)

THORNLEIGH 2 vs ALL SAINTS HUNTERS HILL (A) O

Upon arrival at Buffalo Creek, one would think there had been
flooding as there were some decent sized ponds for the team
to compete with however this did not dampen the enthusiasm
of U8 Greens, just their clothes. ADELAIDE GIFFNEY took
charge as goalie in the first half and with the assistance of
backs OLIVIA FLACK and IRIS YUAN (as well as one of the
big ponds), did not allow a single goal to be scored against
them. In opposition territory, it was within the first ten minutes
that JAYDEN TAOUK scored the first goal with the assistance
of CASSANDRA HILL. Numerous attempts were made with
the help of MASON OATES and VERONICA JOHNS - the
result of the first half being 1 nil. The second half started with

OLIVIA FLACK taking care of goal and VERONICA JOHNS
promising to assist in defence. The opposition attempted a
number of times to get a score on the board, however OLIVIA
FLACK threw herself on the ball and JAMIE PAYNE and
MASON OATES often in attack, also assisted by running to the
other end in defence. As a tribute to great teamwork, it was
midway through the second half when JAYDEN TAOUK
scored again. The team pressed on and ended the game with
the win — the second in a row. The player of the week trophy
went to ADELAIDE GIFFNEY and congratulations to the team
for their effort from all fans!
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THORNLEIGH 0 vs PACIFIC HILLS DURAL 9

Prizes could have been awarded for the muddiest player of the
week. The kids were slipping and sliding and had a great time
on the muddy field. Pacific Hills Dural was a very strong team
but our guys played extremely well. LUKE BIRRELL started
the game with an excellent kick. CONNOR CLARKE was
chasing the ball and not even a ball hit in his face could stop
him. RUBEN MOUTON and BLAKE RYAN were chasing the
ball up and down the field and we came so close to scoring
goals. EMMA CARRIGAN was right in there and blocked the
ball a number of times. EMMA SANCATALDO kept her eye on
the ball chasing after it through the mud. BLAKE RYAN wowed
the crowed with some of his saves at the goal. DYLAN
WELGEMOED did a great job toward the end of the game
saving and passing the ball. THEA SCHMERTMANN was
goalie for the first have and produced some great saves and
RUBEN MOUTON was the goalie for the second half,
producing some impressive saves. Well done team!

( "
THORNLEIGH 2 vs EPPING YMCA 4

Week 7 saw our team go down for the first time this season,
but they fought all the way till the lat whistle. It was a hard
fought game and the players are starting to understand the
positions, although we've still got a way to go. TARA
WILSON player in goals and made a number of great saves.
The big boot of BRADLEY HOWARD saved the day on a
number of occasions as did JARET WILSON, who always
plays his heart out. JONATHAN CHAN and JORDAN-LEE
BACON ran around midfield like little energizer bunnies,
never letting up for a second with JONATHAN scoring a great
goal as well. MORGAN HUGHES even played whilst being
sick and had some great runs and just missed few long range
shots. OLIVER DEWEY is taking to being a forward and
doing really well, as are the other two main strikers in
DANIEL PATTERSON and ISAAC LANE. DANIEL had a
number of good busts up the field but it was ISAAC who
managed to slot a goal for the team but it was the result of
good teamwork and they way goals should be scored.
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THORNLEIGH 0 vs CARLINGFORD REDBACKS 1

After a last minute change to play at Ruddock Park the team
was keen to get on the field. The game was fast paced with
Thornleigh displaying good combinations in defence and
attack. There were a few good chances to score however the
Redbacks goalkeeper was up to the job. The score at half time
was nil all. The team was eager to score in the second half
after our last two matches were drawn. DYLAN DONOVAN put
his body on the line and was carried off the field after a
suspect tackle! CYRENA BOURIS our second half goalkeeper
was put under sustained pressure and only in the dying
minutes let the ball through for the Redbacks to score. The
team rallied to respond but with 30 seconds left it was too late.
The team played really well with ZANE GEORGE receiving the
teamwork award and CODY JERVIS the Player of the Week.

*
1

THORNLEIGH 1 vs ALL SAINTS HUNTERS HILL 3  8/6/09

A catch-up match meant an extra day of parent taxi service
over the long weekend, but it was worth the trip as the boys
played their best game so far this season.

From the start they played more like a team and some superb
running by BEN HEYWOOD early in the first half was at least
rewarded with an attempt on goal, the ball being kicked wide
of the post in the end.

Both teams played some good football and the end-to-end
play meant that both keepers were kept on their toes,
Thornleigh's more so than All Saints still and some excellent
saves by BYRON kept Thornleigh in the game. ALEX, who
was still recovering from illness, with JORDAN in defence
and LUKE, who was still not 100% fit, with BEN in attack
chasing every ball gave Thornleigh much more possession
than they have had in recent weeks. They went into the break
1-0 down at half-time.

The second half started badly for Thornleigh with a quick
turnover in possession from the kick off resulting in an early
goal for All Saints. All Saints had several more shots on goal
most of which were saved but we eventually conceded a third
goal from a defensive error. Rather than being demoralised
by this, this seemed to provide some motivation to Thornleigh
and an excellent shot by BEN HEYWOOD from outside the
16 yard box beat their keeper to give some hope of a
comeback soon afterwards. Both teams continued to
pressure their respective keepers and another great save by
BYRON, deflecting the ball onto the crossbar and collecting
the ball provided more incentive to fight to the end.

Other notable performances from CAI, MATT, AIDAN and
HAYDEN (having his time full match out of goal) winning
and distributing the ball better this week gave the mid-field
and forwards some chances to attack the goal. Another
loss this week but a far better game of football played by
the whole team. With it hard to single out any one player in
this match, BYRON and ALEX were both awarded man of
the match this week.

o

THORNLEIGH 1 vs WEST PENNANT HILLS 4

The U12/3s went down fighting against the competition
leaders. A pre-match pep talk by Coach Blanch seemingly
had the boys and girls ready to go from the opening whistle,
but disaster struck early with WPH scoring after about 1
minute. However, the effect of the pep talk had merely been
delayed by a minute, because from the ensuing kick off, a
sweet passing move down the left involving several players,
including JASON CLARKE, NATHAN BIRRELL and SAM
DRUMM, saw the mighty Thunder equalise within a minute,
the ball deflected in by a defender from a wicked cross from
NATHAN BIRRELL.

So, after two minutes it was 1-1 and the crowd was buzzing!
Up front, NATALIE BARKER, SLADE BLANCH and DANIEL
FOWLER were doing their best to get a second goal with
some nice runs, but gradually WPH began to assert their
authority and were soon peppering the Thornleigh goal with
shots, several of which were well saved by stand-in goalie
MAX KENNEDY.

The midfield fought hard for possession, with BEN JONES
having a particularly good half, making some good tackles
and putting in some good runs forward. The defence of BEN
SEPAROVICH, ANDREW HADDAD, TAMYKA WILLIAMS,
RYAN MALLETT and MARK RICHARDS ran hard and
repelled many attacks, but by half time it was 1-3, with
WPH'’s third goal coming from a bizarre deflection which
took the ball into the stratosphere before it traced a perfect
parabola into our goal.

The second half was one we could be proud of, as we
limited WPH to just the one goal and with some luck we
might have had one more ourselves. Once again, the
players could come off with their heads held high.
Hopefully, next week will see our fortunes turn with a win.
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THORNLEIGH 0 vs WEST RYDE ROVERS 1 Sat 6/6/09

The team started very animated with
JAY

NICK TOMD MAX CAMPBELL

ANDRE WILL ADRIAN HOLLY

TOML BLAKE

Everyone played well with ability and strength. The
defenders were outstanding. There were some great passes
and combinations in the middle which unfortunately didn't see
through to the goals.

Thunder went into the first half break 0-1 down.

For the second half, WILL and TOM L were replaced by
IZAACK and CAMERON,

Our players kept working hard, mainly dominating the match,
however it wasn't enough to be rewarded despite BLAKE's
invalidated score for apparently being off side.

At the end of the final whistle the result was 0-1 but as one of
the parents mentioned, a draw would have been a fair end.

This match demonstrated a great improvement for the
season and the team needs to consistently perform at their
best for the remaining games in order to succeed into the top
4 and perhaps the option to go into the grand final.

Well done guys, you are improving a lot and played well
against the top team making it difficult for them.

Special mention to TOM D who always gives us a lesson of
practical football, and JAY who every game shows lots of
improvement.

THORNLEIGH 0 vs PENNANT HILLS 1 Mon 8/6/ 09
The game kicked off at 10.20 after both teams and some
spectators observed a minute's silence at the request of the
Penno Club. Both teams seemed to be evenly matched with
the Thunder getting the upper hand in the opening
skirmishes. Penno threatened down the right side early in the
half until MAX nullified the attack in typical fearless fashion.
From the ensuing corner ISAACK headed it clear, regained
the ball and headed down the left wing, outclassing two
defenders on the way before Penno's spirited defence
cleared it from the goal mouth. This was followed by a series
of sustained attack by the Thunder with some skillfully deft
passing from the midfield by the likes of WILL, ANDRE,
IZAACK and MITCH. This period of play also saw an
appearance of the infrequently used skill of " heading " which
appeared to be not only intentional but directed! The play
moved to the other end of the field necessitating several
saves from our increasingly confident Keeper, Jay. Once
again danger presented down the right wing before ISAACK
pursued and ran down his opponent to give them a corner.
This period of pressure from our opposition was continually
thwarted by typical TOM D. sweeping at the back: astute,
fearless and rock solid. The Penno goal came in the 29th
minute after a period of play characterised by a lack of
urgency amongst our defence resulting in a goal that JAY
could only get his fingertips to. Thunder responded with
several counter-attacking moves including some moves by
BLAKE which left some of the opposition bewildered,
confused and even afraid. A late run by IZAACK down the

wing resulted in a series of shots by WILL, MITCH, IZAACK
and TOM L. all of which were defeated by a scrambling and
committed Penno defence.

The second half kick-off by the Thunder saw a sluggish start
quickly turn into desperate defence after Penno came out
with all guns blazing. When we eventually made it to the
other end HOLLY nearly got us there with a thunderous left
foot shot. The second half seemed to run from end to end
with both  CAMERON and CAMPBELL repelling the
opposition attack whenever it came their way. ANDRE
initiated a brilliant attacking move before passing on to TOM
L. which eventually resulted in a free kick from the edge of
the box, followed by a period of desperate confusion with
TOM L. unlucky with all three of his shots. The game
continued from end to end and at one stage ANDRE needed
attention after some nasty stud work below his knee while
clearing in defence. BLAKE was inspirational in his
commitment to get to the ball first, and hunting down his
opposition if he didn't. A late run by TOM L. nearly resulted
in a goal from the outside of his R foot but was just wide.
Game over, bad luck, well played team.

Reviewer's pick: Tom D. in defence, Tom L. in attack.

THORNLEIGH 2 vs GLADESVILLE RAVENS 1  Sun 7/6/09

The long weekend had left both teams without subs, so every
player had to dig deep in what was a really exciting, hard
fought, but good spirited contest. Thornleigh opened the
scoring through some great work by our forwards, with
CLAUDIA powering the ball so hard into the net that it flew
out the other side. The Ravens fought back to even the
score, and it was game on! LARISSA, HANNAH T, JOEY and
DIANNA all got stuck in up front, out-foxing the Ravens
defence time and again only to have their kicks diffused by a
very good Ravens goalie, until CLAUDIA finally managed to
smash another lovely ball straight into the back of the net.
JAS, JOEY and HANNAH T had great games in the midfield,
working well with both our attack and defence - although at
times JAS's ‘strategising" caused some hair-raising
moments. Once Coach MARTY had explained that the only
"strategising" she should be doing was staying on the Ravens
break away player (number 9), she was set. Down the
backs, BECKY, KATHERINE, KIRA, and JESS worked over-
time, sending big clearing kicks back through to the forwards
and midfields, while ELLEN valiantly cleaned up anything that
snuck through.

Yes - the scoreline could have been larger if it hadn't been
for the Ravens' goalie, but at the end of the day the big
stand out in this game was the way the girls really worked
together as a team. The passing, positioning, and support
they gave to one another was superb, and augers well for
the second half of the competition. Special mention goes to
the Manager of the Ravens, who entertained us on the
sideline by singing instructions to his players, bursting into
the "Chariots of Fire" theme music whenever his girls made
a break, and having the occasional slip in the mud when his
enthusiasm ran away with him.

(Monday'’s report on next page).
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THORNLEIGH 2 vs MERCY COLLEGE 0 Mon 8/6/09

It might seem a little odd to be playing round 15 at the half way
point of the season, but apparently there is method in the
madness which saw the girls fronting up for their second game
in two days. The last time we played Mercy College they came
out firing and smashed us for the first 20 minutes before
running out of puff. This time we were ready for them, and our
defence stood up to the challenge - with KATHERINE, BECKY,
HANNAH C, KIRA, JESS and ELLEN solidly stopping and
returning the barrage that was unleashed at them. Once
Mercy had run out of a bit of puff, the game turned and our
forwards and midfields started piling on the pressure. We had
some valiant attempts just before half time, with DIANNA
making great use of the right wing and getting the ball through
time and again, and JOEY charging through on the left. At half
time it was still nil-all, but Coach MARTY was confident that
this was our game.

After yesterdays thwarted goals, nothing was going to stand in
the way of HANNAH T and LARISSA today - and so it was that
a beautiful clearing kick by ELLEN went straight to HANNAH T,
who whipped it past the Mercy backs, where LARISSA then
popped it past the goalie. 1-0 to us, and the girls were on fire.
JAS really stepped up the pressure in the second half, and
combined well with KIRA to keep pressing forward from the
right.  JOEY and CLAUDIA again worked well together
interchanging on the left, very ably supported by JESS in the
backs. HANNAH Ts determination to score finally paid off,
with a lovely piece of play where she dribbled the ball around a
number of opposing players, getting nice and close to the
goals before popping the ball into the back of the net. Hooray!
A very well deserved win, girls. Well done.

*
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THORNLEIGH 7 vs HILLS HAWKS 0

The huge win two weeks ago put us in the lead but with only
1 less goal against us separating us from West Pennant
Hills. It was perhaps this and the fact that we were playing
another weaker side that saw the team a little complacent
this time round, although it must be admitted — most of the
play was in the opposition’s half of the field.

Some brilliant defence work by ALASDAIR BELLING, with
that usual saving big boot of his, SAMUEL CLARKE, DALE
EDWARDS and the stalwart JOSHUA COOPER in goals
that contributed to the fact that the opposition had hardly
any chances at scoring.

Midfield we had what we have become to expect from ALEX
PUN, SAMUEL LANE, THOMAS HIGGINS and JIN LIM in
that they are persistent and dedicated in driving that ball
forward. We had our top goal soccer JACK ANGEL scoring
4 goals while JACOB KOWLASKI scored 2 and SAMUEL
LANE scored 1.

Man of the match was ALASDAIR BELLING.

Darren Joosten

Jin Lim

Sam Lane

Samuel Clarke

Taking a rest
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A double header this weekend competing against the two
hardest teams in the competition.

THORNLEIGH 5 vs WEST PENNANT HILLS 2 Sun 7/6/09

In muddy conditions, the girls played a great game of
attacking soccer. All supporters remarked on the improved
skill levels and passing displayed today. The game started
very evenly with good play from both teams. It was a
runaway goal from SAM TREES in the fifth minute that turned
the momentum Thornleigh’s way. A mystery penalty in the
box gave WPH the equaliser. The second half was all
Thornleigh in attack, with ALLISSIA ODDI in the front line
today to support SAM TREES, and great ranging runs from
OLIVIA McKEOWN. The second half saw some great goals
on the run from SAM TREES and OLIVIA McKEOWN and
two unbelievable balls deflecting in off the side goal posts for
SAM TREES to make it four today. SAM was again voted
Players Player for this game. As always the forwards are only
as good as the support team, midfielders SHELBY COLLEY,
TERESA SANT, TAYLOR LANGHAM and JESSICA HARRIS
all provided good support and passed the ball forward to the
strikers. AZZIZA RAZIUDDIN is settling in well to the team
and ably assisted the defenders. SAM TRENAMAN was
vocal and safe in goal. Last but not least, congratulations to
the patient and vocal TERRY SPARKES and PETER
CONNELL who are seeing these great results after almost
three years of coaching the girls.

THORNLEIGH 1 vs MOUNT SAINT BENEDICT 2 Mon 8/6/09

This game became the clash of the Division 2 titans and it
was exciting yet disappointing that our unbeaten record was
broken. However the girls played well and didn’t give up till
the final whistle. With the exception of where Thornleigh was
caught off guard in the first minute of the start of each half
where MSB ran the ball virtually from the kick-off to the back
of the net, Thornleigh brought the battle to MSB and it was
really touch and go who would be the final victors. The high
drama of several run away attempts on goals resulted in a
first half equaliser, by SAM TREES, which unfortunately was
the only goal Thornleigh could convert. The overwhelming
star of today’s challenge was SAM TRENAMAN who saved
countless attacks on our goals. SAM was awarded the
Player's Player this game. Other good performances was
given by JESSICA HARRISS in midfield, BRITTANY
KNIGHT, ALYCE TOMPKINS, AZZIZA RAZIUDDUN and
LISA PHILLIPS in the backs who were marking their territory
with challenges, good control and passing. The girls can be
proud of their effort. Well done.

1&*1

THORNLEIGH 0 vs ROSELEA 3 Sun 7/6/09

11 girls, no reserves, it was going to be tough, and it was.
The first half was frantic with Roselea pushing hard and
maintaining solid pace. Our girls defended well but the
pressure told and Roselea found the gaps and scored 3
goals in the first half. It wasn't looking pretty.

The coach asked our girls to lift and they did. A fantastic
defensive effort with a few good attacking raids kept the
opposition scoreless in the second half. Gallant in defeat, a
lot was taken from this game in spirit and pride. All players
deserve credit with notable games from VANESSA, ARI,
MADI and FI. Inspirational Team!

THORNLEIGH 3 v PENNANT HILLS 1 Mon 8/6/09

The spirit and pride gained from Sunday's game was carried
into today's match. That, and the extra players returning with
two Under 15 girls stepping up meant the team was primed
for victory.

5mins in and MEL took a corner which found LUCY and she
finished beautifully 1-0 to Thorns. 8 mins in and Jo scored off
another corner from MEL.

Things were looking good. Defence was great with through
balls from EM, MADI, CJ and ARI. A solid brick wall that
Penno struggled to break through. Thunder was dominating
across the park. Great runs by SAM and EMILY, passing well
and combining with LUCY, MEL and EVE.

EVE was on fire with impressive ball skills.

We found a midfield today with CLARE and STEPH getting
physical and showing Penno we meant business. Half time
we had a 2-0 lead and were feeling good.

We started solidly in the second half with shots coming in and
just missing from MEL and EVE. 10 mins in and our
structure broke down and Penno took advantage with a
strong kick finding the net. This rallied Penno and they came
at us hard. On one occasion FE threw herself in a
magnificent save that impressed all (Coach - that has to be
the save of the year!) spectators and players alike. 2-1 and
we were getting nervous.

Great control and running from EMILY and SAM (our imports)
steadied the team. Smart play from STEPH to LUCY and we
took a 3-1 lead. Great defence and slick passing closed the
game with a well deserved victory. What a team!
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THORNLEIGH 3 vs WEST PENNANT HILLS 3 Sat 6/6/09

It was a perfect winter's day — blue sky and beautiful sunshine
but Hayes Park was very ‘boggy’ with half the filed covered in
mud. The boys got the dry half first up but they were facing into
the sun.

From the TT kick off an attacking movement broke down, the
opposition got the ball and had a shot on goal that was saved
by Luke. In general play TT gained three corners in a row but
all came to nought. The boys continued to attack; putting some
good moves together but unfortunately they were not able to
score a goal. Despite the conditions the game moved from end
to end with the TT boys having the better of possession for the
first twenty five minutes. Unfortunately, a few stray passes and
lack of talking were making things hard against a good
opposition, who were top of the table.

In a great attacking move, late in the first half, KEL got the ball in
midfield and with a long pass found JACKSON on the left, who
got the ball went forward and put in a good cross from the left
that was retrieved by HARRY on the right side. HARRY dribbled
past one defender and then crossed again from the right, and an
unmarked JACKSON came flying in and connected but the shot
was high over the goal — the best chance for the boys so far.
The pressure kept mounting on the opposition.

From a throw in, the opposition was given a free kick for a foul
that was within reasonable range of the Thornleigh goal. The
kick was taken and was initially saved by LUKE but
unfortunately, only palmed it away. An opposition player
gained possession and was able to turn and score the first
goal: WPHC 1-0.

From the ensuing kickoff the boys fought back and gained not
one but two corners which were very close calls but still the
score remained 1-0. From the goal kick the opposition drove
deep into the Thornleigh half to have a shot on goal that was
saved by Luke. Luke cleared the ball downfield and BRENDAN
flicked it over the halves to Harry on the right, who dribbled
past a defender and had a ‘first time’ shot that missed the right
hand post by millimetres just before half time! In en even and
tight first half that, despite the conditions, had many end to end
plays and one goal, the boys found themselves down by one
goal 1-0.

The second half began and the boys continued as they had
ended the first half — on the attack but WPHC was able to
score two more goals within the first ten minutes to make the
score 3-0. But the TT boys are not quitters!

From an opposition attacking move LEROY dispossessed an
opposition player, beat two defenders who supplied Harry with a
good ball on the left. Harry dribbled the ball past one defender,
and beat the advancing keeper with a shot: score 3-1.

In the 82" minute an attacking move by the boys brought a
penalty, which was well taken by Leroy: score 3-2. Could the
boys do it? Play continued from end to end and the TT
defenders (in the mud) were put under pressure but they were
able to withstand. In the final minutes of the game TT put on an
attacking move that broke down with an opposition infringement.
The referee was in no doubt and awarded TT a free kick about
two metres from the sideline, approximately twenty metres out.
Will lined up to take the kick and with a superb angled shot put
the ball in the top left hand corner, out of the keepers reach, to
score in the last minute: final score 3-3.

What an end to a game! All the boys showed great ‘grit’ and
character to fight back from being 1-0 and then 3-1 down. Well
done to all the boys (defenders, midfielders and strikers) and
Craig (the half time talk worked)! It was a great game and fight
back that had everyone on the edge of their seats. Everyone in
the team should hold their heads high. What a magnificent
comeback against strong opposition!

(5"

THORNLEIGH 6 vs MERCY COLLEGE 1 Sun 7/6/09

After a couple of weeks of persistent rain the sun shone
through making it a fabulous day to watch the girls in action.
Within minutes of the starting whistle a penalty occurred giving
the Thunder girls an opportunity for a penalty goal shot. With
an MCC wall to contend with, a strong kick of the ball and
quick reflexes by ASHLEIGH saw Thunder make their first goal
within the opening minutes of the match. This was just the
beginning of the MCC girls being Thunderstruck. By half-time
the score was 3-1 after a solid goal scored by HAYLEY and an
unfortunate home goal made by MCC.

As the second half started the girls were a bit sluggish.
Thunder coach Mark threatened them to pick up the pace or
do push-ups — and we're not talking bras!!! The girls rose to
the challenge with CLAIRE in goal doing a fantastic job
protecting our goal allowing only 1 goal to MCC. CESCA
scored 18 minutes into the second half and then a great run by
HAYLEY resulting in another goal a few minutes later. With
two minutes to go STEPHANIE had control of the ball in the
centre of the field. There was a magnificent attempt by
STEPH to score from this point, however the ball fell short and
was quickly retrieved by CESCA. With a short pass across to
HAYLEY yet another goal was scored almost on the full-time
whistle. Final score 6-1 to Thunder. Great day has by all.
Thanks Mark for being a totally awesome Coach.

THORNLEIGH 2 vs GLADESVILLE RAVENS 1 Mon 8/6/09

The girls played well in an exciting and tightly fought match.

The Ravens started strongly and applied continual pressure to
the Thornleigh defensive line having a huge percentage of the
ball throughout the match. Our team had a few chances with
good running by FRAN and was well assisted by the ever-
present ASHLEIGH. It was a hard first half with neither team
scoring.

The Ravens were the first to score in the second half,
followed by a well-deserved Thornleigh goal. A nice goal by
ASHLEIGH after good team passing in front of the goal.
Unfortunately, the Ravens went on to score again with the
final score being in their favour 2 -1. The girls tried hard all
day with good defensive work all round. Solid defence from
MARIE and STEPHANIE with goalie, CLARE making at least
8 saves and who continues to show great form in this
position. Many thanks to the four younger girls that helped
out on the day, BRITTANY, OLIVIA, GEORGIA and SAM.
We hope ELISE gets well soon and a good job by GREG and
MARLEY HOUGH on the side-line.

&




*
# #* 0
THORNLEIGH 1 vs PENNANT HILLS 1 Sun 7/6/09

Pennant Hills started strongly but we stayed solid in defence
and were rewarded minutes before half-time when MADDI
scored with a well placed shot. Unfortunately they equalised
early on in the 2nd half but we kept fighting hard in defence
(ALICIA in particular cleared the ball well) and pushed forward
at every opportunity. ANNA did a great job in goals, making a
couple of brilliant saves. HELEN showed her versatility by
playing in at least 5 different positions and our midfield
(including ANGELA W, ANG D and AMANDA) worked
tirelessly. We almost won it at the end when MADDI was
unlucky to hit the woodwork with a brilliant strike, but overall
we were pleased with our performance and a draw seemed a
good result against the table leaders.

THORNLEIGH 2 vs NORMANHURST 1  Mon 8/6/09

We were tired after yesterday’'s tough match, and were
disappointed to be down a goal at half-time. But we came out
strongly in the 2nd half and it wasn't long before we drew level
courtesy of AMANDA who found space in a crowded box to
score. We started stringing some passes together and looked
threatening whenever we got forward. JIN and Felicity did well
in mid field pushing the ball up and great tackles. KAREN and
JOANNE both played the stopper role extremely well, ensuring
the ball stayed in their half, and any attacking threats were
soon snuffed out by ALICIA, ALICE and LISA who were as
reliable as always in defence. ANGELA W and ANNA both did
a great job in goals, and ANG D never stopped running,
creating attacking opportunities and charging back to help in
defence. Our hard work paid off when we took the lead, thanks
again to AMANDA. Despite tiring we were able to hold on for a
well deserved win.

#o#*(
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THORNLEIGH 2 vs PACIFICHILLS DURALBLUE1 6/6 /09

After two weeks without a game and with the prospect of
playing Saturday and Monday ahead the team gathered at
Westminster Park to play Pacific Hills Blue. Our aim was to
gather 6 points this weekend and continue our move up the
ladder. We started the weekend in fourth spot and our aim
was to be at least third or possibly in second place after the
games. We arrived to find the ground deserted and bare of
nets and corner posts and it looked very likely that the ground
had been shut without anyone telling us. As both teams were
keen to play it looked like we would walk away disappointed
that another game has been cancelled. Thankfully it was not to
be as the referees and linesman turned up and then with 5
minutes to start times a couple of guys turned up with the nets
and corner posts and both teams quickly set up the ground
and prepared to play. We were going to be short of players
today so we enlisted the help of THOMMO and JAROD from
the AA / 20 team whose game was washed out.

The game was played at a quick pace as both teams tried to
dominate the other, but it soon became apparent that our
speed around the park was starting to show as we attacked
down the flanks and pushed in to try and open the scoring, as
has happened this year our work in front of goals was not that
flash as many opportunities went begging as we went over the
bar or straight to the keeper.

Pacific Blue is a team of older guys who play a good brand of
football, they play hard and fast and are a good football team.
We had our work cut out for us as they tried to pin us into our
half and create scoring opportunities. Our defensive team
continued to stop any raids that Pacific mounted and turned it
into attack as we pushed back up field and peppered their goal
mouth only to once again see the keeper safely take any shots
that came his way.

We finally got onto the score board when we had a free kick 25
metres out and CHRIS placed it perfectly for PAUL to head it
past the keeper. We came in at half time one up and
determined to go on with the game. Pacific came out in the
second half and put it to us as they started to dominate our
team but we dug deep and slowly started to once again gain
the ascendency with great play down the flanks and after
sustained pressure we scored again as JAROD passed to
ROLY who banged it home. We were running Pacific Hills off
the park as they pulled every one back to defend, and against
the run of play they broke away with a minute left on the clock
and had a shot which ricocheted off one of our players and
went in. We were satisfied with the win and looked towards
Monday.

A big thank you to THOMMO and JAROD for helping us out
today.

THORNELIGH 2 vs PACIFIC HILLS DURALRED 1  8/6/09

Yes you can be forgiven to think that you are seeing things but
Pacific Hills have two teams in the competition and we played
them both over the weekend with the same result, however
they were two entirely different games. We had to front up at
Christie Park at 8.30am for the second of our weekend games,
this time is certainly one that we were not looking forward to.

The Red team is made up of young players probably 15 years
younger than the Blue team and so has natural fithess on their
side. Our team had too many late nights during the weekend
and it showed with a very lacklustre performance as we
struggled to get into second gear and only showed glimpses of
what we are capable of during the game. Our team work and
ball control was ordinary to say the least but having said that
we still led the game after PAUL pushed one through the
keeper and we came in at half time one up.

Not a lot could be said at half time except that we can only
get better and we started off the second half with a bit more
spark and started to play some good football. We needed to
as the Red team played with a lot more purpose and we had
to scramble in defence to hold them off. We scored again
after some good lead up work saw NICK belt one past a
diving keeper. We were never going to lose this game from
two goals up but to the Reds credit they threw everything
they had at us and finally scored. We tried hard to score a
few more but luck was not with us as we hit the posts or just
went over the bar.

Not our best game this year but we succeeded in our plan to
get 6 points this weekend. We now have to knuckle down at
training for next week’s clash against the competition leaders.
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THORNLEIGH 2 vs WEST PENNANT HILLS (Red) 1

Dear loyal readers,

For those of you who, unlike most of our aging team members,
do not suffer from Alzheimer’'s disease, will recall last week’s
report outlining our recent movie production that depicts our
team’s inspirational turnaround from last season’s cellar
dwellers to record an almost unbeaten season this year. The
legend that is the Over 35/2 side of 2009 produced another
“Rocky” style performance this week-end that is worthy of its
own mini-series (roll the opening credits). The background for
the story is set as the narrator gives an intimidating monologue
about this week’s opponents who come into this game with a
100% winning record with the exception of one loss by a
solitary goal (“Jaws” music playing in the background). Our
heroes’ team is further weakened due to 4 of its regular
starting line-up being absent (“Jaws” music gradually getting
louder). The game commences and Thornleigh dominate the
early exchanges which they convert into a one goal lead
thanks to a long range free-kick from PAUL HOWELLS that
deceives the WPH goalkeeper and curls into the top right-hand
corner (perhaps the goal that Paul scored directly from a
corner kick last week was not such a fluke!). Thornleigh
continues to control most of the game until a very harsh
refereeing decision half way through the first half sees the
Thornleigh goal-keeper sent off (cue the pre-recorded booing)
and our heroes now confronted with the ominous task of
playing the rest of the game with one less player. The game
remains even and the half-time whistle brings great relief to the
Thornleigh side which is now starting to tire. Coach ROSS
GALLAHER gives a half-time speech to his side that is
reminiscent of the speech made by the US President to his
troops just before they engaged in their final aerial assault on
the alien invaders in “Independence Day” (associated
inspirational music playing in the background). This inspires
Thornleigh to overcome their weariness and defend like their
lives depended on it. As in all great stories, our heroes must
suffer another cruel blow when WPH score a scrappy goal
from a corner to level the scores 1-1 early in the second half.
The weary Thornleigh heads start to drop. The Thornleigh
players battle on but it is like running uphill in quicksand
(suddenly images of ancient slaves heaving large oars as they
are lashed by Roman centurions flash on and off and the
constant “thump, thump, thump” of drums can be heard in the
background). Finally it appears that fate has dealt our heroes 2
knockout punches as what appear to be legitimate goals by
BRENDAN ROSE and then PAUL FISHER are disallowed in
the latter stages of the match. It appears that all hope of a
highly unlikely but fully deserved victory are gone as
Thornleigh get a throw-in down near their own corner flag and
the referee confirms that there is only 90 seconds left to play.
Suddenly the “Rocky” music can be faintly heard and
progressively gets louder as our heroes work the ball up to
other end of the field. Then with a mere 3 seconds left on the
clock it happens! Some say that he wears his soccer boots to
bed... some say that he brushes his teeth with Dencorub... but
his teammates simply call him “The

Stick”. With the final kick of the game

The Stick deftly curls the ball into the

top left hand corner of the goal to

seal a truly inspirational victory (cue

the pre-recorded cheers and the

“Chariots of Fire” music). Our heroes

leave the field amongst much

celebration (Benny Hill theme song

playing loudly in the background).

PAto Mr X



