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A disappointing start for some of those chopping at
the bit to get onto the playing fields. It was partly
the weather mucking up a few of the fields as well
as the Councils unable to get all the grounds fitted
out for playing. With Easter now coming up, it will
be another week of waiting for those who have yet
to get a run.

The Girls’ competition managed to get off to a start
with some last minute switching of grounds.
Undoubtedly, this has probably been the best start
for our Club in a long, long time. All of the seven
teams who had matches, got off to a very strong
start with the Blue & Gold coming out on top in six
out of the seven matches. The girls have really set
the bar high and hopefully we can maintain the
excellent standard as we march into the season.

The Premier League got off to a shaky start the
week before last at Pennant Hills Park. The
Reserves got off to a great start with a two - nil win.
The Firsts were not so lucky and failed to bring it all
together. No doubt we will be able to regroup and
get off to a better start for the next round.

Thanks to everyone who worked hard to get the
season underway. There were a couple of minor
problems as usual, but nothing to dent the
commitment or enthusiasm of the Committee and
the legion of volunteers who got involved. The Club
now has over 600 players registered and a
milestone in its 55 year history. Thanks for keeping
the faith!

Yours in Commitment

NWSWS Competition — 5 April 2009

Grade/Div Opposition For Against
u14/1 BYE 0 0
u14/2 Mt St Benedict 4 0
U15/1 West Ryde Rovers 3 1
u17/1 Ryde St United 5 1
u1s/1 West Pennant Hills 2 3
AA/4 West Ryde Rovers 4 1
AA/10 Normanhurst 2 0
0/35 All Saints Hunters Hill 7 0

Can you solve these anagrams?
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LOSE A CARGO

CHEW UP TIN

SUFFER OLDIE

TOW OUR RUFFO
PEARLIE MUG ERE
CRAWL FLIP UNDO
WHALE FIN LIST

AT TREE MIX

OH ENA SPOTTY LOUT
CHIN UTE STUBBES
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THORNLEIGH 4 vs MT ST BENEDICT 0
What a difference a week makes.

Last week we didn't know our left from our right. This week the
girls stood up to be counted. Team work, through passing the ball
and playing in position saw us get the season off to a great start.

The mid field created many chances and the forwards grabbed
these to score four superb goals. Attack alone doesn’t will
games and our backs ensured the goalies had a fairly quiet day
by clearing any ball that came their way.

As this new team develops their combinations more success is
sure to follow.

Finally to TEAGAN, HANNA T, CLAUDIA, JAZ JOEY, EMMA,
LARISSA, DIANNA, JESS ,BEK, ELLEN, HANNA C,
KATHERINE, KIRRA and MARTY - Great job girls you should
be very proud of yourselves!

THORNLEIGH 3 vs WEST RYDE ROVERS 1

This is wonderful start to the 2009
year with a win, following up from
two great performances in our trial
games against older girls. It was an
interesting first 15 minutes as the
play ranged up and down the field,
while our girls settled in to the new
formation. We then managed to
keep the ball mostly in the West
Ryde Rovers half, except for a few
runaways from WRR. Our reluctant
goalie SHELBY COLLEY had some
tricky work and except for an offside
(disqualified) goal kept the WRR
scoreless.  After 20 minutes the
Thornleigh girls were pressuring and we had our first goal by
new recruit SAMMY TREES. It bounced in off the post after a
lot of team work up front. Five minutes later OLIVIA McKEOWN
scored after a pass from EMILILE LOWE. The second half was
characterised by good service up to the forwards and great
support of each other, with SAMMY, EMILIE AND OLIVIA
passing to each other in front of the goal. SAM TREES scored
again and Thornleigh were three ahead. A late runaway goal
by Rovers, was the result of our girls enthusiastically moving
forward.

The supporters were impressed by the skills displayed today
with great defence from LISA PHILLIPS, ALISSIA ODDI and
BRITTANY KNIGHT and great midfield work from JESSICA
HARRIS, EMILIE LOWE, ALYCE TOMPKINS and TERESA
SANT. SILVIA SHEN was cool in goal and useful as usual on
the field in the first half. We all look forward to many great
games after the Easter break. SAM TREES was rewarded with
Player’s Player vote — great work Sam.

THORNLEIGH 5vs RYDE SAINTS UNITED 1

As so often happens, the first team to score finished up beaten
today — convincingly. Our 15-girl squad greeted the 2009
season with an impressive display bagging an early 3 points.
Eight of last year's team (COURTNEY BLANCH, MADELEINE
BROWN, DANIELLE CHARARA, EMMA FORD, LUCY JONES,
ARIELLE O'NEILL, ANNALESE SMITH and FIONA SPARKES)
have been joined by four from Normanhurst (KARA
BRACKENRIG, JOANNA LATHAM, STEPHANIE THOMSON
AND EVE WILCOX), two first timers (CLAIRE BUSHROD and
VANESSA KRASTEV) and last year's co-coach MELISSA
D’ARCHY back from injury. This would have to be our most
competitive team to date.

After today’s performance coach Craig Denyer went home a
happy man. Most of the match was played in the Saints’ half.
For the first quarter we attacked with a Lucy Jones cross well
saved by the very competent Saints keeper, Annalese finding
the cross bar, a Lucy cross headed over the bar by Annalese
and another Annalese shot over the bar. A pattern emerging
here??? And then in the 16™ minute Eve took a penalty
resulting from a trip in the box, which the Saints keeper pushed
over the bar.

But every now and then one of their strikers got past our
defence to put new keeper Kara under pressure and in the 20"
minute they scored. This was the scare our girls needed. Our
defensive line-up of Ari, Dani, Jo, Fiona and Maddy tightened
up and our mid-field contingent of (variously) Courtney, Claire,
Emma, Vanessa and Eve were strong giving our strikers plenty
of opportunities and in the 27" minute Steph played a
measured attack putting a controlled, low shot into the net. Two
minutes later Lucy got one through from a goal-front melee and
within another minute Emma had a shot from near the edge of
the box which Lucy purposely deflected past the keeper. Then
Annalese had a shot which came back from their defence for
Steph to put away for a 4-1 first half scoreline.

Our defence stayed tight and solid in the second half and Craig
experimented with some positional changes. After taking a few
of her trademark pot shots Mel found the net in the dying stages
with a towering kick at an acute angle.

The team is shaping up well with new players Claire and
Vanessa making valuable contributions at left midfield even at
this early stage. Kara was assertive in goals and will share the
gloves with Fiona through the season. Fiona had a solid game
on the field, despite the little time she has spent out of goals
over the past three years. Eve demonstrated good ball skills
and Jo played well in defence in the first half despite being
uncomfortable in this position. Two of our original and most
reliable players, Emma and Lucy, held the mid-field and attack
together respectively. Mel proved
her value both in defence and
attack, and Steph was brilliant up
front. Ari used her speed as
sweeper to head off many an
incursion and Dani, Courtney and
Maddy cut a swathe through the
Saints attacks as only they can do.
And Annalese exploded with the
ball.

Well played girls, but you will have
some much tougher matches
through this competition.




THORNLEIGH 4 vs WEST RYDE ROVERS 1

A great start to the season with a 4 to 1 win by the Thorns. Our
team being very low on players put in a tremendous effort with
a lot of challenges throughout the game. RHIAN held up the
backs whilst MEL was busy yet exceptional in goals by saving
numerous attempts by the opposition. Our first and third goals
were put in by JACKIE. The second goal was from a team effort
from a cross by BRIONY which was finished off by JESS
straight into the goal mouth. The last goal was again from a
cross by BRIONY and finished off by JACKIE. Great defence
was demonstrated by JESS, ANDY, NAV, RHIAN, ASHLEIGH,
MISHA & LYDIA. Also great pressure was put on the opposition
by TAHLIA, ANDY & JESS. WRR scored their one and only
goal in the last 15 mins from a corner kick across the goal
which bounced off the back goal post and unfortunately went
into the goals. MEL could not possibly have save that one.
Thanks to Cathy for playing most of the game whilst still
recovering and when she was only meant to sub for short
intervals. We also hope LYDIA and JESS’s ankles get a good
rest this long weekend. Well done to all the girls who played
and looking forward to seeing AMY back on the field.

THORNLEIGH 2 vs NORMANHURST 0

Normanhurst was down 2 players throughout the match but
continued to fight the whole 80 minutes. The first half we came
out blazing with at least 10 attempts at goals, from ANGELA,
ANG, JOANNE, AMANDA, MADI, FELICITY but after staying
most of the first half in our half ANG finally found the net just
before half time. Defensively players who stood out were
ALICIA and LISA who didn’t put a foot wrong and kept the ball
in our half with their strong kicks up the field. ALICE and
FRANCES also kept defending virtuously. Our new players
BELINDA, and GRACE also kept their positions with GRACE
defending and tackling players as if she’d played for years. The
second half Normanhurst come out with more enthusiasm and
was showing that they too could also score even with players
down. KATHY our goalie did a great save coming out of her
box and almost took the ball out of Normanhurst feet, with great
communication the ball was taken as far as possible from the
goal. We had another 5 miss goals in the second half, HELEN
also had a few goes at scoring with sore feet and battling
through the game, but before the final whilst blew MADI scored
on the far right corner skimming past the goalie to finish the
game 2 nil.
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THORNLEIGH 7 vs ALL SAINTS HUNTERS HILL O

The start of a new season always brings high hopes ....

So the mighty Thornleigh ladies took to the pitch knowing they
only had one substitute — instruction from Brett to pass and
move but keep the 4-4-2 formation tight.

...30 seconds in SHARON forced a corner — within ten minutes
Sharon would be celebrating her first hat trick — her forcefulness
accompanied with her skilful play and lethal finishing proving
the undoing for the opposition’s defence. This was only half the
show, CAROLINE and VIRGINIA masterminding the
creativeness for the goals, before continuing the goal feast with
VIRGINIA with the help of two penalties and powerful driven
shot attaining to her hat trick which foiled CAROLINE’s class
dribbling and well-placed shot goal.

‘Net busting’ some would say ... personally | agree having to
shoulder-carry a young linesman to repair the net — a welcome
break for both teams.

The score allowed Thornleigh to take their foot off the pedal and
move players around but still keeping the 4-4-2 formation
including a half each for goalkeepers KATHY and ANGELIQUE.

Thus the second half never lived up to the first half for goals —
however much must be said for the defence (ANNE-MARIE,
MELISSA, ADELE and RHONDA) and their orderly set up.
When called upon they dealt with what the opposition could
throw at them.

KAREN and KATHY worked their socks off in the second half
and caused a great deal of worry for the opposition’s defence —
however today was not their day but it will come.

Hats off to DEBBIE — awarded Player of the Match for her
tirelessness and sticking to her game. Well done DEBBIE -
involved in everything great today. Congratulations to all in this
7-0 victory.

Look forward to the rest of the season ladies!




