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President’s  
Report 
 
 
What a surprise to get through the weekend 
without being rained out and having a further 
disruption to the season. 
 
I wrote last week about the need to improve our 
standing with referees in general.  I believe our 
big concern is not with the junior teams but more 
so with our seniors.  It is somewhat disappointing 
to say that not enough is being done to reduce 
the number of cards we receive or the heckling of 
referees at games.  Perhaps some of our club 
members may have some ideas that we can put 
into place.  One suggestion is that the club 
impose penalties to players who frequently 
infringe the laws of the game.  Hopefully, we do 
not need to go down this path. 
 
Another disappointment has been the need to 
cancel our Annual Gala Day that had been set 
down for the Under Eights.  Insufficient teams 
willing to participate in the day has caused the 
cancellation.  The Gala Day had been a widely 
acknowledged event that has run successfully for 
a number of years.  I think we will have to work 
out a new strategy for next season. 
 
Let’s hope the weather continues to improve this 
week. 
 
Yours in commitment 
  
Rob Roberts  
 
 
 
 

RESULTS 
    

GHFA Competition – 14 June 2008 

Grade/Div Opposition For Against 

U9/3 Glenhaven 0 3 
U9/7 Ararat 0 1 
U10/2 Epping Eastwood 3 2 
U10/6 Ryde District 3 1 
U11/3 Gladesville Ravens 4 0 
U12/3 Saints United 1 0 
U13/3 Pacific Hills Dural 3 5 
U14/4 BYE   
U15/1 Kenthurst 3 4 
U16/2 West Pennant Hills 0 6 
U16/3 Ground Closed   
AA/6 West Ryde Rovers 2 2 
AA/9 Macquarie Combined 1 2 
AA/12 Holy Cross 4 2 
AA/14 Epping Eastwood 2 5 
AA/18 West Pennant Hills 2 4 
AA/19 Glenhaven 1 2 
AA/22 West Pennant Hills 1 0 
O35/2 West Pennant Hills 2 8 
O35/5 All Saints Hunters Hill 1 3 
PL/Res Epping Eastwood 0 1 
PL/1st Epping Eastwood 5 2 

 

NWSWS Competition – 15 June 2008 

Grade/Div Opposition For Against 

U13/2 (6) Roselea 1 1 
U13/2 (7) Gladesville Ravens 1 1 
U14/2 Normanhurst 0 2 
U16/1 Normanhurst 2 6 
U17/1 Mt St Benedict 12 0 
AA/4 Gladesville Ravens 3 1 
AA/10 Gladesville Sharks 0 2 

 

 





 

Thornleigh Thunder FC 

2008 TEAM PHOTOGRAPHS 
at Oakleigh Oval 

   
• Each player will receive a team photo at the end of the season 

• The cost of the photo was included in your Club registration fee 

• Please turn up at the nominated time (no need to turn up 10 mins early) 

• Players/Parents: please contact your team manager if you have problems attending. 

• Managers: Please contact John Sparkes on 0428 910 025 if you have any queries. 

 
 

Saturday 28 June 
TEAM TIME 
6 Yellow B 8:10am 
6 Green B 8:20am 
6 Yellow A 8:30am 
7 Green A 8:40am 
6 Green A 9:00am 
6 Red A 9:10am 
6 White A 9:20am 
6 Red B 9:30am 
6 White B 9:40am 
7 Red A 9:50am 
7GreenB 10:00am 
7 Red B 10:20am 
7 White 10:30am 
7 Yellow 10:40am 

 
Sunday 29 June 
TEAM TIME 
16/1 Girls 9:00am 
17/1 Girls 10:20am 
13/2 (6) Girls 10:30am 
13/2 (7) Girls 10:40am 
14/2 Girls 10:50am 

 

Saturday 5 July 
TEAM TIME 
13/3 8.10am 
10/6 8:20am 
12/3 8:30am 
10/2 8:50am 
11/3 9:00am 
9/3 9:10am 
8 White 9:20am 
9/7 9:30am 
8 Gold 9:40am 
8 Orange 9:50am 
8 Green 10:00am 
14/4 10:10am 
16/3 10:20am 
15/1 10:40am 
16/2 10:50am 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                                  
 

MVP 
 

MEMBERS DAY 
at Rebel Sport Hornsby 

THURSDAY 
 19th JUNE 

 

20% OFF 
EVERYTHING! 

  
SEE INSTORE FOR DETAILS 

 
 
 

It's on again!!! Rebel Sport Hornsby would like to invite all members to our end 
of financial year VIP day!    THURSDAY 19TH JUNE ALL DAY, 20% OFF 
EVERYTHING! 
 
The more credits our club receives the more the club will have to spend in 
store. The top 3 clubs etc with the most visits/purchases on the day will win a 
prize. 



 

 

Thunder FC Sponsors – 2008 Season 
 
 

Thunder FC relies on the financial support of its sponsors to provide the necessary gear and equipment and 
supplement the various running costs of the club.  Therefore, we gratefully acknowledge the support of the 
following sponsors for the 2008 season and encourage everyone associated with Thunder FC to support these 
local businesses. 
 
 

MAJOR SPONSOR 
 
 
Pennant Hills Bowling Club 
52 Yarrara Rd, Pennant Hills 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
SILVER SPONSORS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
BRONZE SPONSOR 

 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 

17a, 4 Central Ave, Thornleigh 
Mr Geoff Kaslar – 9875 5722

at Westleigh Cellars 
Mr Vic Hall, 130 Duffy Ave, Westleigh 

Ph: 9484 6449 

WESTLEIGH 
BAKERY 

T: 9484 6138 

Botanica Projects 
T: 0422 239 875 
Landscaping & Home Makeovers 

 



 

  
SERIES NO. 3 2008    

   
 

 Soccer Club: THORNLEIGH THUNDER – UNDER 7 
 

Player:      LUCIAN CHAMPIAN 
 

Player Statistics 

Debut: April 2006 - Years Played 2 Career Games: 15  
Goals: 6. Tackles: 103.  Dribbles: 989.  Passes: 431.    

 

Player Profile 
 

Lucian is best known for his speed at dribbling the ball and 
powerful shots at goal. He has scored some really great goals 
and helped his team mates score ‘hundreds’. Lucian plays the 
game hard and fast but always fair.  When it comes to training he 
is always ready to learn heaps more about soccer and always 
listens to the coach. The Thunder scouts have their eye on him 
and reckon when he is older he will play for PREMIER LEAGUE 
with the mighty Thunder!!   Go Lucian!  
 
Our photographer Peter Parker took this photo on Saturday and 
our Daily Planet Reporter Clarke Kent caught up with Lucian on 
Saturday to ask him some questions.     

 

What is your favourite food ?     Apple. 
What is your favourite movie or TV show?  Star Wars, Cartoons and the News. 
What is your favourite thing to do?    Ride my bike and play with my mates Harrison, 

Nick Ben, Zac and Jamie.       
What don’t you like Lucian?  I hate it when my little brother teases me. 
What school do you go to?    Thornleigh West public School.  
Do you have a girlfriend?     Noooooooooo! 
Do you drive a car? Noooooooooo! Why? Cause I‘m not old 

enough. 
What kind of car would you drive?  A convertible. 
Who is the boss at home?  Mum and Dad. 
What do you like best about school?   Writing. 
What do want to be when you grow up?  A footy player with the Manly Eagles. 
 
From the Daily Planet and all at Thornleigh Thunder we wish you all the best for the season 
and many more big games Lucian Champian. 



 

defensive error was pounced on by Normo who slotted a 
second ball home for a 2-1 lead at half time. 
 
The second half was characterised by Normo taking full 
advantage of any Thunder error, usually resulting in a goal.  It 
was clear to see why Normo is coming second on the table, 
they just turn any opposition error into a goal scoring 
opportunity.  The first one appeared when Normo was given a 
free kick near the sideline at half-way.  Our girls didn’t appear to 
realise it was a free kick and stood shallow for a throw-in.  The 
kick was taken quickly, sailed past everyone and was run down 
by a Normo striker who put it straight in the net.  Normo’s next 
goal appeared to be going wide and was left in a rare error by 
our keeper.  Nevertheless, soon after, FIONA SPARKES lived 
up to her “keeper of the competition” status by making a 
fearless save pouncing on the ball at the feet of two opposition 
attackers.  From FIONA’s kick EMMA FORD latched onto the 
ball in mid field and shot a high through-ball to LUCY with the 
opposition keeper advancing.  LUCY headed the ball over the 
keeper to slot home our second goal, backed up by two other 
players who made sure the ball went home. 
 
But Normo was on a roll, and whilst our girls played well they 
were outplayed by the relentless pace and skill of the Normo 
attack.  What looked to be an even match in the opening stages 
slipped away to a 6-2 deficit but the Thunderettes should take 
heart in their effort today.  And good luck for a quick recovery to 
DANI CHARARA who took a blow to her ankle in the closing 
stages. 
 

 
UNDER 16/2 
 
THORNLEIGH 0 vs WEST PENNANT HILLS 6 
 
The boys were not very energetic against the competition 
leaders. We started off the game with a few opportunities from 
possession in the first five minutes, but 12 minutes in, WPH 
scored their first goal and this seemed to take everyone’s 
energy into negative figures. At half time with the score now 3-
0, CRAIG attempted to get the boys back into the game and we  
started the second half with a new outlook and defensive 
structure. It looked for a while as if we could still have a chance, 
but it all went downhill from there, with the score at the end of 
the match 6-0. Maybe on a different day the score could have 
been different, but we will have to up our play for the rest of the 
season for a look at the finals. 
 
 
 

LADIES  17/1 
 
THORNLEIGH 12 vs MT ST BENEDICT 0 
  
What a fantastic result - well done girls!!  This is the biggest win 
we have ever had!  You should all be very proud of the way you 
played as a team today with great passing and great defence 
when needed. A record 6 goals scored by HAYLEY; ALYCE 4 
and FRAN scoring 2.  Unfortunately STEPH D-ABELA had 3 
goals disallowed for offside (although 1 was not). DANICA & 
ASH also had shots at goal.  There were many good balls put 
through by ASH, LAURA, HANNAH & CLAIRE to set up the 
goals.  Great work also from STEPH T, KELLY, DANICA, 
LARISSA & LAUREN who was also  goalie for first half. The 
last goal by FRAN was a beauty sailing high over the goalie’s 
head to score.  Thanks also to our stand-in coaches MARK and 
GREG H.  
 
 

ALL AGE/4 Women 
 
THORNLEIGH 3 vs RAVENS 1 
 
There was wind, rain and sun, as the Thorns ventured out on 
the field to verse the Ravens. Although the girls seemed 
relatively unaffected by the weather conditions they were more 
concerned with dominating the match. The pressure was on 
from the beginning as BRIONY raised the score within the first 
10 minutes of the game. Our mid-field of JESS,  JACKIE, 
CATHY & ASHLEIGH rose to each and every challenge placed 
upon them by the opposition, as they correlated with the 
forwards; BRIONY, LAURA, AMY & MEL in the fight for a win. 
At half time we were one up. The second half of the game 
allowed the sideline to realise the versatility and ability of our 
players who truly compliment each other. The girls in the back: 
ADELAIDE, LYDIA, MISHA & NAV seemed impenetrable, 
contributing to the attacking efforts with solid defence; excellent 
crosses, sideline runs and tackles. We received a direct penalty 
that AMY took, scoring on the ground in the left of the net, the 
score brought to 2-nil. Unfortunately we conceded a single goal 
that was essentially unstoppable. But this did not dishearten our 
girls as they played on, giving the opportunity to AMY to score 
once more. Fabulous stints in goals were seen from MEL & 
LAURA. The final score: 3 -1, another sweet victory for 
Thornleigh. 
 
 
 

ALL AGE/6 
 
THORNLEIGH  2  vs  WEST RYDE ROVERS  2 
  
It was a case of opportunity missed after Sunday's encounter. 
Looking to consolidate our second spot on the ladder with a 
solid win we left with moods as warm as the weather after a 
hard fought and frosty encounter with the Rovers. After 
conceding a shock early goal we soon rallied and began to 
slowly gain the upper hand in the match. ANDREW 
BOUGHTON levelled the scores after some brilliant lead up 
work from ROBERT ZWATRZKA who was at that point owning 
the right half of the pitch.  Unfortunately soon after things were 
looking difficult for us as due to another harsh injustice we went 
a man down late in the first half. A tactical reshuffle was 
required at half time and despite the slight numerical advantage 
of our opponents, with the wind at our backs we felt that the 
match was ours for the taking. Only five minutes into the 
second half PAT CHAPMAN put us ahead with the goal of the 
season (so far). Some quick thinking with a short corner from 
MURRAY GRAVES saw Fatty expertly use the wind to slot the 
ball into the far corner of the net. Sublime. We fought valiantly 
for the remainder of the match and continued to threaten. 
DAVID POWER and RICHARD HULOWATYI came ever so 
close to increasing our advantage. To concede a scrappy, 
bumbling goal with ten minutes remaining was an unwanted 
kick in the pants. A draw was scant reward for the tireless 
efforts of the Thunder. Keeping us in it was the staunch defence 
of JAMES RODGER and SIMON WATERHOUSE as well has 
the mid field work of AARON BOOTH and MARK KENNEDY. 
Also after an early blunder keeper MARK DENNIS absolved 
himself with some brilliant work between the sticks. The phrase 
"honours even" is often used to describe a draw. Not here. The 
scores may have been even, but the manner and spirit in which 
we played the game against a bordering on violent, hot-headed, 
tantrum-throwing, body-flailing opposition, the honours were all 
ours. Next week against league leaders Beecroft is a big game. 
And the one after that, and the next one, and the next one etc, 
etc, etc. 
 
  



 

ALL AGE/10 Women 
 
Thornleigh 0  vs Gladesville 2 
 
The team suffered a slight setback in the first half ending up 
with no subs after player BASIA made an unsuccessful 
comeback to the game, re-injuring her knee. 
 
This left the team with no subs from then on, but we soldiered 
on keeping Gladesville from keeping their top position in the 
table. 
 
KATHY had a brilliant game in goals, keeping us right into the 
game. We held them off ‘till the last five minutes when they 
managed to sneak in two goals when we were distracted by 
their new pink strip. Everyone played well even though the 
Sharks played a very rough game and many of us got close and 
personal with the grass on the field! 
 
We get to play Gladesville again in the wash out rounds... so 
WATCH OUT SHARKS, THUNDER IS COMING!!! 
 
 
 
 

ALL AGE/22 
 
THORNLEIGH  1  vs  WEST PENNANT HILLS  0 
 
We left our beds and the sun was only rising as we headed out 
to the Bible belt to play this crucial match. The chill was in the 
air and a 30-kilometre crosswind was not helping our cause.  
 
As we lined up at the start of the match a sense of 
determination could be felt and the clean sheet we had from the 
last weekend was still fresh in our minds. The game started at a 
slower pace than normal as everyone was trying to get some 
heat in their legs and our determination was translating into 
some excellent linking moves down both of our flanks. Our 
skipper had wisely added another player into the midfield and 
this was allowing us to penetrate deep into the opposition half. 
 
ADO “nimble feet” MATHEWS was holding up the ball 
beautifully and feeding the ball to GREG “I’m not from the east” 
WESTWOOD and ADRIAN “call me Cronin” CRONIN which 
created havoc on the opposition defence.  One particular move 
that comes to mind was started by PARIS “I’m from Sydney” 
CORDEAUX which linked to MATTHEW “incognito” SUTTON 
and led to a feeble attempt by SIMON “I’m not a jockey” 
HOLLYWOOD on goal. In defence to SIMON he had received a 
heavy blow to the groin pre-match and at the time appeared to 
be still shrugging off the effects of this. 
 
The game was simmering and a spate of yellow cards was 
handed out after an opposition player carried out a horrific 
tackle on MATTHEW “incognito” SUTTON. The half ended with 
position dominance but unfortunately didn’t replicate to any 
goals.  
 
In the second half a generous slope and a real belief we could 
win the game aided us and again it appeared we would score at 
any time. DEAN “the destroyer” MENZIES was welcomed back 
for this game and was showing his skill and went close scoring 
on 2 occasions. KARL “trainer” FARELLY was also linking 
beautifully with our 2 centre mid fielded players but we could 
not put the opposition out of their misery. In the 84th minute we 
at long last got our reward from a beautiful cross and brilliant 
finish from GREG “I’m not from the east” WESTWOOD. 
 
The last 10 minutes saw a series of yellow cards, a complete 
brain snap from our goalie who appeared to be frustrated due to 

not having to do anything in the game, when he pushed over an 
opposition player who was picking on 1 of our smaller players 
and to be honest was lucky to be left on the field. The final 
whistle sounded and the game could be described as one of 
dominance but in my mind our stand-out players were our 
backs and we are looking forward to a top of the table clash 
next weekend. 
 
 
 

Premier League 
FIRST GRADE 
 
THORNLEIGH 5 vs  EPPING EASTWOOD 2  
 
We haven’t won at Boronia Park for the last 6 seasons, but last 
Saturday we more than made up for it with a convincing 5:2 
victory. This win puts the team in outright third place 4 points off 
the lead. Right from the kick-off you could sense the hunger in 
our forward line.  STEVE BECH opened the scoring and 2 goals 
quickly followed from DAMIEN SUPLINA, his second goal was 
a superb hit from about 20 metres out at an angle, it was worth 
the price of admission. Three - nil at half time was the lead most 
coaches dream about. Thunder scored two more goals: the first 
was from MICHAEK POSAVAC when he dribbled the ball 
straight through Epping Eastwood’s defensive line and then 
calmly slotted it past their keeper. The second was scored by 
RYAN ROFF from a similar mid field darting run. Not content 
with scoring 5 goals EPPING EASTWOOD’s first goal was an 
own goal off one of our defenders.  Unfortunately our discipline 
suffered towards the end of the game: EEW received two 
penalties, the first they scored from and the second was saved 
by TRISTAN TULLOCH. Special mention should go to 
MATHEW WALKER for his throw-ins, which were as good as 
corners on the small Boronia field.  MATEJ SLAVICEK was 
strong in defence and AVAN YOUNG was tireless in the 
midfield. Coach’s Best & Fairest was DAMIEN SUPLINA. Next 
Saturday’s game is against North Epping at North Epping Oval.  
    
 
 
 

Premier League 
RESERVES 
 
THORNLEIGH 0  vs  EPPING EASTWOOD  1   
 
 
Thunder played particularly well and were unlucky not to take a 
point off the undefeated Epping Eastwood team. Our boys had 
plenty of shots throughout the match but just couldn’t find the 
back of the net: an all too familiar problem this season.  Epping 
Eastwood’s goal was an own goal from one of our defenders, 
just after half time. MARK HOLLIDAY caused havoc up front 
but had to go off early in the second half with an ankle injury. 
Thanks to PAUL GOODE from the AA19’s for filling in for us at 
short notice. BEN BOUTROS, MARCUS BINGEMANN and 
STEVE LEE played strongly but the Coach’s Best & Fairest 
went to the reliable CHRIS MOXHAM.     
 


